
R A I L S T O  T R A I L S

IIMAGINE you’re standing in the middle of 
a decked railroad trestle looming hundreds 
of feet above the forest fl oor. You know you’re 
secure, and yet the dizzying height sends shiv-
ers through your body. A wind picks up and 
you can see the evergreen canopy sway beneath 
you. The sky is a cool blue to the east, and to 
the west thin sheets of cloud are stretched like 
spun wool. A hawk—the third you’ve spotted 
in the past hour—swoops through the gorge. 
The sun is low in this pre-dusk hour, and you 
are racing to take in all you can of this rail-
trail before the sun sets. You pull out your 
camera and desperately hope you can do this 
scene justice.

We understand that feeling! For the past 
six months at Rails-to-Trails Conservan-
cy (RTC), our staff has been canvassing 
the rail-trails of the Southeast and Mid-
Atlantic to capture the spirit of each trail 
for our new, updated guidebooks, due 
out this winter. And as 
the trail adventurers 
return, brimming with 
tales of unexpected dis-
coveries and new favor-
ite trails, one exclama-
tion is most common: 
“Just wait until you see 
the pictures!” 

In this issue of Rails 
to Trails we’re showcas-
ing some of the best 
shots taken by RTC staff 
for Rail-Trails: Southeast
and Rail-Trails: Mid-
Atlantic. We hope some 
of these great snaps 
entice you to spend 
those cool fall days on 
a rail-trail. And while 
you’re at it, take a few 
pictures yourself.
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