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routes. Today his hair has turned salt
and pepper, but his frame is still lean
from biking seven miles to work every
day, and the spark of trail advocacy
still gleams in his eyes. “Trails
through cities are becoming more sig-
nificant in connecting to rail-trails,”
he says. “We need to continue to raise
the public’s awareness and perception
of the tremendous value of urban
trails—even if it costs millions of dol-
lars to acquire them.”

Harnik lists Indianapolis, Denver,
Seattle, Portland, Ore., and Min-
neapolis as cities that have welcomed
urban trails. Washington, D.C., and
some other cities don’t yet have their
trail advocates aligned with public of-
ficials. “Everything you do in a city is
more complicated,” Harnik says.

Talk about complicated. That call
to Harnik in 1985 about the Dutchess
County rail line was the start of a 10-
year crusade. The corridor was lost

and sold and brought back under
public control. In 1996, it became the
Harlem Valley Trail. Harnik has even
toured the trail he said he couldn’t
help to build.

Harry Jaffe, a national editor at Wash-
ingtonian Magazine and Metro
columnist for the Washington Exam-
iner, has toured and chronicled biking
trails across the country for Rails to
Trails and other publications.
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