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SAFETEA-LU (Safe, Accountable, Flexible and Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A 
Legacy for Users) has provided much needed funds for transportation enhancements, 
recreational trails, Safe Routes to School and the Non-motorized Transportation Pilot Program. 
Through the Non-motorized Transportation Pilot Program, the communities of Marin, California, 
Minneapolis, Sheboygan and Columbia, MO are striving enhance their active transportation 
system, such as walking and cycling, to have decreased traffic congestion, improved health and 
environment of the communities.  The United States is facing rising gas prices, unbridled traffic 
congestion, increasing obesity rates, economic uncertainty and global warming. The development 
of active transportation systems will address all these issues while decreasing our dependency 
on oil, and encouraging citizens to exercise while commuting. 

 
BALTIMORE’S TRANSPORTATION HISTORY 

 
The history of Baltimore is intertwined with its transportation.  The city began as a 

colonial port on the Atlantic Coast specializing in tobacco and sugar exports. Its southerly location 
allowed shorter travel between the Caribbean than New York or Boston.  After the War of 
Independence, Baltimore flourished as the eastern terminus of the National Road which cultivated 
westward expansion.  Thus, resources from the hinterland passed through Baltimore to points 
east.  The creation of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad helped solidify the city as a transportation 
hub.  The railroad enhanced westward routes by decreasing travel time while increasing 
passenger and freight loads.   

In the late 19th century, electric streetcars became the local transit of choice as a network 
of trolley lines connected the city. Generations of Baltimoreans identified with the streetcars as 
the lines became distinctive to their neighborhoods. The trolleys flourished in Baltimore until their 
ultimate demise in 1963, when National City Lines, converted to bus lines.  National City Lines 
was a joint venture of Standard Oil, Firestone Tire Co. and General Motors and had a vested 
interest in seeing the electric streetcar system fail. 

After World War II, the automobile became part of the prosperous suburban life.  Cars 
became a staple of the landscape as more of the population had the additional income to spend.  
Not long after, the Eisenhower Interstate system transformed America with limited-access, high-
speed highways that connected cities, but destroyed neighborhoods in the process.  While 
interstates were constructed across the country, local citizens concerned with neighborhood 
preservation resisted multiple plans to bring the interstates to Baltimore.  Baltimore was one of 
the first communities in the country where neighborhoods successfully fought against the 
interstate system.  A compromise was reached which directed interstates through industrial 
areas, aiding commercial and thru-traffic, but not local traffic. 

In recent years, Baltimore’s transportation system has faced a variety of issues. 
Baltimore and its surrounding counties struggle to keep up the road system to accommodate the 
ever-increasing level of automobile traffic. 70% of the workforce uses automobiles for commuting, 
with 55% driving alone and another 15% carpooling. This creates overcrowded streets that have 
helped rank Baltimore #4 city in the country with worst road rage according to the Driver's 
Seat Road Rage Survey. With the perceived failure of the interstate system in Baltimore, 
alternate modes of transportation have been explored, including mass transit buses, rail lines, 
shuttles, and bicycles. 

 
CHANGES FOR THE BETTER: 

TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENTS 
 

 Since the mid-twentieth century, the Baltimore Metropolitan area has tried to develop a 
practical and efficient transportation system while meeting the needs of its citizens.  With the 
assistance of the Maryland Department of Transportation and the Maryland Transit 
Administration, Baltimore established transit-oriented developments and site specific planning 
which improved transportation while helping the surrounding communities. 
 With the creation of the Metro and the Light Rail systems from 1983 to 1992, transit-
oriented developments (TODs) were established around these systems.  Mixed use zoning at 
these developments provided retail, restaurants, entertainment centers and residence around 
transit stops.  The Reisterstown Road Plaza, one of the first transit-oriented developments, 
opened in 1983 along the Metro in northwestern Baltimore.  Originally an indoor mall, the Plaza 
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provided diverse retail, a Cineplex, and a plethora of restaurants all around a subway stop that 
brought clientele from all parts of the city.  The Plaza experienced such success that more 
commerce developed along its periphery as well as a satellite campus of the Community College 
of Baltimore City.  
 
 

Other transit-oriented developments include 
Symphony Center, which focuses on the Meyerhoff 
Symphony Hall and the Lyric Opera Hall, and Clipper 
Mill located along the light rail, providing professional 
services and retail by with the natural beauty of the 
Jones Falls and Druid Hill Park. Baltimore is building on 
the success of transit-oriented developments by 
implementing the policy in other areas of the city 
including the West Baltimore MARC station, State 
Center, the East Baltimore Development and the future 
Red Line rail connection. 
 
  
 

The next mass transit rail system to be planned in Baltimore is the Red Line Extension.  
Unlike the previous Metro and Light Rail which run north-south, the Red Line will connect the 
western suburbs of Woodlawn and Security Square with downtown and the eastern Baltimore 
neighborhoods of Canton, Highlandtown and the Bayview Campus of Johns Hopkins Hospital.  
With the Red Line slated for construction in 2012, current plans will incorporate active 
transportation by allowing bicycles on trains and provide storage racks at stations.  The Red Line 
is being planned to connect not only to the Metro and Light Rail, but also the Gwynns Falls Trail 
and points along the Baltimore Waterfront Promenade.  This will make the Red Line the first mass 
transit system in Baltimore to planned in conjunction with the existing active transportation 
system. 

 
 
 

COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN AND LOCAL MASTER PLANS 
 

The Baltimore City Department of Planning has recently completed the first 
Comprehensive Master Plan in 30 years. The Comprehensive Master Plan not only deals 
with land use and zoning issues, but also focuses on quality of life, economic, recreational 
and educational issues that affect Baltimore’s citizens daily. The core values of the Master 
Plan are LIVE, EARN, PLAY, and LEARN. 
·  Live – focuses on the quality of residential areas by increasing property values, adjusting 

to changing demographics, dealing with an aging house supply, and enhancing 
neighborhoods. 

·  Earn  – supports an economic plan by focusing commerce around transportation centers 
which attracts businesses to employ local citizens. Already known for its health care 
infrastructure, Baltimore is drawing more biotechnology firms to the area to meet local job 
needs. 

·  Play – accentuates Baltimore’s cultural, entertainment and recreational amenities by 
funding historic tourism, trail and park improvements. 

·  Learn  – aims to increase the connection between communities and local schools while 
strengthening the 14 area colleges and universities. 

 
In addition to the “live, earn, play and learn” philosophy, Baltimore’s Department of 

Planning improved the city’s transportation future with the development of site specific planning 
like the Middle Branch Master Plan.  Formerly an industrial area, the plan focused on the cleanup 
and redevelopment of the Middle Branch of the Patapsco River.  Included in the plans were 

·  the improvement of water quality through debris removal 

MTA’s transit-oriented development of Symphony Center 
includes commercial, residential and entertainment 
aspects. 
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·  the renovation and redevelopment of abandoned power plants 
·  wildlife habitat restoration 
·  park land improvements  
·  boardwalks providing scenic vistas  
·  transportation focus on the Light Rail system and biking and walking paths  
·  The Gwynns Falls Trail was extended to highlight the natural beauty of this area.   
As the Middle Branch master plan is held as a model nationally for focused environmental 

stewardship while incorporating responsible development, Baltimore instituted several site 
specific developments including: 

·  Harbor East, located just east of the Inner Harbor, was a former superfund site with high 
levels of nickel and chromium.  Now the site has been abated and high rise 
condominiums are centered on a retail base.   

·  Tide Point and Silo Point in South Baltimore are converting old port facilities into mixed 
use developments including residential, commercial, office space and entertainment. 
Accentuated by their waterfront locations, these developments are able to incorporate 
water taxi stops as well as waterfront promenade extensions as alternative transportation 
developments.   

·  Brewer’s Hill in Canton revived a former brewery into commercial and office space while 
maintaining its historic icon and preserving adjacent right-of-way for future rail transit 
extensions. 

As Baltimore continues to provide innovative developments, planning officials are working with 
private investors to provide needed improvements to the city while embracing transportation 
alternatives.   
 

BALTIMORE’S BICYCLE MASTER PLAN 
 

 With the policy shift away from automobile-based development, Baltimore continued its 
progressive thinking by drafting the Bicycle Master Plan  (BMP) in 2006. The BMP is a 
comprehensive plan addressing all aspects of cycling as transportation, not just recreation. The 
plan includes the redesigning of city streets for bicycle use, creating a city-wide network of bike 
facilities, encouraging safety education with though policy shift and community awareness.  The 
BMP provides a base of bicycle network that can be further expanded with neighborhood 
connections and potential connections to the surrounding counties. 
 
 The City of Baltimore is aggressively implementing the bike plan by incorporating bicycle 
principles into other transportation programs.   

·  All construction projects are reviewed for adherence to the bike plan and establish bike 
lanes in new construction.   

·  Bicycle safe storm grates  are installed for all resurfacing, construction and 
development projects.  

·  Operation Orange Cone,  the city’s road resurfacing program, incorporates bike facilities 
as space and safety allow.  From April to June 2008, the Department of Transportation 
was able to create more than 6 miles of bike lanes through this program alone.  

·  The Collegetown Bike Network  through the north-central area of Baltimore connects 4 
major colleges, parks and shopping centers with over 16 miles of bike lanes. 

·  The Maryland Transit Administration  enhanced the city’s efforts by redefining its 
policies towards bicycle use.  Once banned, bicycles are now permitted on all rail 
systems and the entire fleet of MTA buses will be equipped with bike racks by September 
2008. 



 6 

 
New bike lanes on Belvedere Avenue installed as part of Operation Orange Cone 

 
 The Department of Transportation has contracted Toole Design Group (TDG), a leader in 
bicycle and pedestrian planning, to implement specific aspects of the Bicycle Master Plan.  
Through targeted development, TDG evaluated different areas of the city for extending the 
bicycle network.  In northwest and southeast Baltimore, over 38 miles of bike routes will be 
created using signs and pavement markings allowing cyclists to move about town with greater 
ease and safety.  Bike routes are designated for their historic, scenic and transportation value as 
well as convenience to popular destinations like the Inner Harbor, Patterson Park and Pimlico 
Racetrack. Eventually, Baltimore will add approximately 80 miles of bike lanes through this 
program alone.  
 
 Safety education and community awareness is another cycling aspect the BMP 
addresses.  The Department of Transportation currently has two programs that focus on 
educating the improving bicycle safety for students, with a third in development.  

·  “Safety City”  educates children on safe cycling practices including helmet use, yielding 
right-of-way to pedestrians, and heightened awareness around vehicles.   

·  “Safe Routes to School” is a national program being implemented in Baltimore that 
improves road and safety conditions in school zones that have a high accident rate.  
Aside from traffic calming measures, bike and pedestrian safety education is commonly 
used.   

·  In addition, Chicagoland Bicycle Federation  will provide bicycle safety education to the 
public and promote enforcement of bicycle laws to the Baltimore Police Department. 

 
 The Bicycle Master Plan is aided in its expansion through the use of existing mutli-use 
trails.   The Gwynns Falls Trail  is a major trail system in southwest Baltimore extending over 20 
miles and connecting over 30 neighborhoods and 5 major parks. Created through the cooperative 
efforts of community groups, city and state governments with federal funding, the Gwynns Falls 
Trail is held as a model in urban trails preserving historic landmarks while linking scenic areas.  
Adjacent neighborhoods are able to connect to the trail which now serves as a route for bicycle 
commuters to downtown. 
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Cyclists enjoy the Gwynns Falls Trail along the Middle Branch with Baltimore’s skyline as a backdrop. 

 
Likewise, the Jones Falls Trail , Herring Run Trail  and the Baltimore Waterfront 

Promenade connect neighborhoods, landmarks and parks.  The Jones Falls Trail extends from 
the Penn Station to Woodberry in the central part of the city.  Future plans include extensions 
south to the Inner Harbor south and north to Robert E. Lee Park. The Herring Run Trail extends 
through the eastern part of the city connecting Morgan State University and neighborhoods along 
the Herring Run Park.  The Waterfront Promenade traces the water’s edge from Canton 
westward around the Inner Harbor providing scenic views of Baltimore’s historic port. The 
promenade passes through parks, residential and commercial areas and all the major tourist sites 
around the Inner Harbor.   

 
 In addition to infrastructure and safety programs, Baltimore City co-sponsors many 
events to promote active transportation. Some of these events include: 

·  Tour du Port  – A cycling event sponsored by One Less Car, brings tourists to the 
Baltimore to for a 40-mile trek through town connecting Ft. McHenry and Ft. Howard in 
Baltimore County. This event focuses on the scenic waterfront that Baltimore is famous 
for. 

·  Tour Dem Parks  – This fundraising event allows cyclists to choose from a 12, 20, 30, or 
60 mile bike ride through the city park system.  Tour Dem Parks is sponsored by the 
Mayor’s Bicycle Advisory Committee in support of local park stewardship groups. 

·  Sunday Streets  – While still being developed, the City of Baltimore is looking to close 
area streets to vehicular traffic and allow cyclists and pedestrians to own the streets.  
Modeled after Bogota’s Cyclocia, this event endorses active transportation, community 
building and economic support of local businesses. 

·  Park Ranger Program  – Since 2003, Baltimore’s Recreation and Parks Department has 
operated a Park Ranger program which aids in law enforcement for local parks.  Working 
in conjunction with Baltimore Police Department, this program not only enforces laws, but 
also educates the public in responsible park use.  This program has been especially 
successful with the Gwynns Falls Trail system. 

·  Bike To Work Day – In conjunction with the Baltimore Metropolitan Council, Bike To 
Work Day has grown into a major regional event.  Just completing its 9th year in 
Baltimore, Bike To Work Day encourages bicycle commuting with group rides, route 
planning and speeches by local officials.  As is tradition, Mayor Sheila Dixon was on-
hand to support area cycle commuters 
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The Waterfront Promenade circles Baltimore’s historic port, connecting neighborhoods and major 
tourist attractions downtown. 
 

THE BIGGER PICTURE  
 
 Through the implementation of the Bicycle Master Plan and development of a growing 
trail system, Baltimore is improving its active transportation system while advancing 
environmental awareness.  Since taking office, Mayor Sheila Dixon has proved her commitment 
to improving Baltimore’s environment by  

·  Reinstituting city-wide recycling collection 
·  Creating the Office of Sustainability, which explores environmentally-conscious 

alternatives to transportation, waste management, water use and planning. 
·  Starting the “Cleaner, Greener Baltimore” initiative, which reduces litter and increases 

plantings throughout the city 
·  Endorsed environmentally friendly transportation through a hybrid downtown shuttle and 

greater use of bicycles.   
·  Encourages public health awareness through the “B'More Healthy's Ten Point Plan for 

Baltimore City Residents” program 
·  Sponsored the 2007 Mayors Climate Protection Act 
·  Supporting the 2008 Mayors Conference Action Plan for Bicycle Friendly Communities  
·  Ride With the Mayor – Every Friday morning at 6:30, a group of cyclists gather in front of 

City Hall for a leisurely spin around the city.  Mayor Dixon regularly joins this group to 
endorse recreational cycling and to view the city from 2 wheels 

All these programs are part of Mayor’s Dixon’s vision of a healthier Baltimore as they are aimed 
at improving the overall health of the city; both its citizens and the environment by 

·  Improving air quality through reduced emissions 
·  Relieving traffic congestion  
·  Limiting the carbon output of the local population 
·  Building communities by avoiding automobile promotion 
·  Providing economic development that is sustainable 
·  Reducing the local and global effects of climate change  

 
 According to the 2000 census, Baltimore is unique in that 36% of all households do not 
own automobiles . With the increasing prices in gas, chances are that these households will 
remain without cars.  While most depend on mass transit buses, this group can be encouraged to 
rely on bikes.  With little upfront expense and minimal maintenance costs, cycling is an efficient 
and affordable transportation alternative for the third of city residents that do not rely on 
automobiles. 
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BALTIMORE COMMUTERS  
 

TYPE OF COMMUTE        PERCENTAGE 
AUTOMOBILE          69.9 
 Drive Alone (Single Occupancy Vehicle)      54.7 
 Carpool          15.2 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION        19.5 
 Metro/Light Rail/MARC          2.4 
 Bus          16.4 
 Taxi            0.7 
BICYCLE            0.3 
WALK             7.1 
HOME OFFICE/TELECOMMUTE         2.3 
Other             0.9    
* Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 
 
 

Like the rest of the nation, Baltimore is experiencing a boom in the Hispanic population .  
This community is famed for its high use of bicycles as transportation.  The city has encouraged 
this wide use of bicycles by providing more bike racks in Latino communities and places of 
employment.  Baltimore is also striving to include all citizens in active transportation by 
developing design standards that adhere strictly to the Americans with Disabilities Act .  By 
creating wider sidewalks and ramps, the city is making it easier for all people to get around town, 
no matter their limitations,. As these trends continue, Baltimore will soon be held as an 
international model of how a city can transform itself into a more viable community where future 
generations are proud to call home.  This goal can be achieved rapidly through the help of federal 
funds. 

 

Percentage of Population of Hispanic or Latino Orig in in 
Baltimore, Maryland
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With current environmental and economic trends, active transportation is a solution for 

every situation.  Baltimore is encouraging, and will continue to encourage, its citizens to use 
walking or cycling as a means of transportation, not just recreation.  To fully improve our local 
environment, public health and traffic congestion, Baltimore needs the assistance of federal funds 
to make these goals a reality. 
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THE 2010 CAMPAIGN FOR ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION: 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 

 
 With the use of additional funds, Baltimore will build upon its recent success in active 
transportation planning. The city will use the Bicycle Master Plan and the ADA Transition Plan as 
a base of development. Now that the ground work has been set, any future development can be 
based on Baltimore’s accomplishments.   
 
ADA IMPROVEMENTS AND STREETSCAPING  

 
As Baltimore strives to be in compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, street access 

improvements are essential to ensure citizens, regardless of their capabilities, will be able to take 
part in active transportation.  With the ADA Transition Plan being developed, implementation 
remains under-funded as Baltimore City’s Department of Transportation is responsible for over 
3,600 miles of sidewalks, curbing and gutters and over 125,000 sidewalk ramps.  Areas that 
would benefit from ADA improvements include: 

1. 2200 Gough Street on the North East corner – 4 ADA ramps and streetscaping 
2. Erdman Avenue - Sinclair Lane intersection – 8 ADA ramps, 4 pedestrian warning 

systems, streetscaping 
3. Southwest corner of Caton Avenue at Frederick Avenue – 2 ADA ramps and sidewalk 

improvements to access St. Agnes Hospital Emergency entrance 
 
BICYCLE MASTER PLAN IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Baltimore continues to add bike lanes and facilities though many different programs.  Increased 
funding would allow further expansion of the Bicycle Master Plan by: 
 

1. Creating a citywide greenway connecting the existin g pedestrian and bikeway 
system with signed routes and pavement marking .  The greenway will extended from 
the Inner Harbor, northward on the Gwynns Falls Trail, along the Gwynns Falls Parkway 
to Druid Hill Park, through Hampden to Lake Montebello on the Collegetown Bike Route 
and southerly along the Herring Run Trail.  Future connections would be made between 
Herring Run and the Baltimore Waterfront Promenade through East Baltimore 

2. Signing and pavement marking of bike routes in the northeast and southwest 
areas of Baltimore .  While the southeast and northwest areas of town are covered by 
current bicycle plans, the other areas would benefit from added bike lanes and routes. 

3. Plan and construct neighborhood connections to exis ting trail systems . As 
Baltimore already has an existing network of longer trails, bike and pedestrian 
connections to those trails through residential and commercial areas would benefit both 
the immediate communities and city as a whole. 

 
CREATING NEW BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN SYSTEMS 
 
Baltimore has greatly benefitted from its established trail network by increasing active 
transportation commuting, recreational activities and preserving greenways. Both the Gwynns 
Falls and Jones Falls Trails are heavily traveled on the weekends and on evening commutes 
home. New trails could be established with existing greenways to connect communities and 
parks. 
 

1. Jones Falls Trail, Phases II, IV & V .  Already in design, sections of the future 
Jones Falls Trail would benefit from additional funds through right-of-way 
acquisitions and construction. 

2. Stony Run Trail.  The Stony Run “Trail” is the old railroad bed of the Maryland 
and Pennsylvania Railroad which closed in 1953.  The land once owned by the 
railroad reverted to the adjacent property owners.  Fortunately, a wooded section 
of the railroad bed is well preserved through northern Baltimore connecting 
Wyman Park, Johns Hopkins University and the communities of Roland Park, 
Wyndhurst, Evergreen and Remington.  Improvements along the trail are needed 
within Wyman Park and to the south where the Stony Run connects to the Jones 
Falls Trail.  While the path meanders more than 3 miles, limited improvements 
would account for less than 1 mile. 
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3. West Baltimore Rail Trail .  The creation of the West Baltimore Rail Trail would 
be an important link in the city-wide bike and pedestrian network.  Along an 
abandoned railroad bed which leads north 2 miles from Monroe St, this trail 
would connect neighborhoods with Coppin State College and Mondawmin Mall. 

4. East Baltimore Rail Trail . The abandoned Norfolk-Southern rail line in East 
Baltimore would be a prime candidate for a “rail with trail.” The property can be 
used for future expansion of Baltimore’s mass transit rail system and have ample 
room to accommodate a bicycle/pedestrian way.  The extent of the line would 
stretch over 1.5 miles from Monument St in the north, through Highlandtown to 
the future Canton Crossing development in the south.   

5. Star-Spangled Banner Trail.  Created by Congress in April and signed into 
existence by President Bush in May, the Star Spangled Banner Trail is a 300 
mile historic trail stretching from Calvert County to Ft. McHenry. The trail’s 
creation was championed by Sen. Ben Cardin.  While the exact route remains to 
be determined, local history and trail advocates are working with government 
agencies to provide the most scenic and educational trail possible.   While 
potential routes through Baltimore include the Waterfront Promenade, roadway 
improvement will be needed in eastern Baltimore City to increase safety to trail 
users. 

6. Bike Boulevards.   Bike boulevards are a growing trend in America where 
streets are limited to vehicular traffic and are designated for bicycle and 
pedestrian use.  To determine the best locations for bike boulevards, traffic 
studies and community input will be needed.  Businesses along bike boulevards 
generally experience an increase in business as patrons are not concerned 
about parking.  Bike boulevards also help with community building as streets 
becoming safer for residents to congregate and relax. 

 
GWYNNS FALLS TRAIL CONNECTIONS 
 
The Gwynns Falls Trail is the “crown jewel” in Baltimore’s bicycle and pedestrian system.  As the 
trail extends over 20 miles through southwest Baltimore, community planners have several 
concepts to extend the trail for scenic, historic and transportation value 
 

1. B&O Railroad Museum Connection.   The first rail line in Baltimore extends from Mt. 
Clare at the B&O Railroad Museum southerly across the Gwynns Falls and intersects 
the trail at the historic Carrolton Viaduct, the oldest railroad bridge in the nation.  A 
1.5 mile “rail with trail” connection would allow trail users to access the museum and 
museum visitors to access the trail. Thus, this trail would be a great asset to 
Baltimore’s tourism industry. 

2. West Baltimore Greenway and MARC Station Connection .  As the Gwynns Falls 
Trail is now being used by commuters towards the city, its use as a commuter route 
would be enhanced by another “rail with trail” connection to the MARC Station in 
West Baltimore.  The MARC station serves commuters throughout central Maryland 
and Washington, D.C.  A ¾ mile trail connection would be a widely-used by 
commuters and tourists. 

3. Masonville Cove Nature Center and Brooklyn Connecti on.   Currently, the 
Gwynns Falls Trail southern terminus is along the Patapsco River south of Harbor 
Hospital.  Two bridges, Potee Street and Hanover Street cross the Patapsco in to the 
community of Brooklyn.  While Potee St does have bike lanes, Hanover Street will 
have bike lanes by 2009.  The Maryland Port Authority is using a section of the 
Masonville Cove for dredging fill. Part of their remediation plan includes construction 
of the Masonville Environmental Education and Nature Center. The Masonville area 
is a wetland area on the Patapsco River, historically known to ornithologists for its 
variety of birds. A trail connection from the bridges through Brooklyn to the proposed 
Masonville Cove Nature Center would allow bike and pedestrian traffic to access the 
nature center and bird sanctuary. As the Brooklyn and Masonville areas are zoned 
for industry with railroad yards, port access, mining facilities and extensive truck 
traffic, a bike lane through this area would provide a much-needed connector for 
Brooklyn’s bike network. A bike trail could also serve as a national model for 
developing bike lanes in industrial areas. 
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4. Middle Branch CSX Railroad Bridge and Locust Point Connection .  An 
abandoned CSX railroad bridge traverses the Middle Branch of the Patapsco River, 
paralleling Interstate 95.  This bridge has been offered to the City of Baltimore by 
CSX Railroad to be used by cyclists and pedestrians at a minimal price.  To 
completely utilize the bridge, the connections at each side of the bridge would need 
to be developed to create a useful pathway connection.  The Turner Corporation is 
converting an old BG&E power station into a multi-use facility with a waterfront park 
on the west bank. The east bank of the Middle Branch at Swann Park is undergoing 
pollution abatement.  Additional funds are needed to inspect the bridge and assure 
its safe conditions for bikes and pedestrians. 

 
 
BALTIMORE METROPOLITAN TRAILS 
 
Baltimore City is completely surrounded by Anne Arundel and Baltimore Counties.  Any bike and 
pedestrian system developed by Baltimore City would not reach its full user potential unless 
connections to these counties were made.  Several active transportation options exist to form a 
more viable inter-jurisdictional network which would further strengthen the working relationship 
between city and counties. 
 

1. No. 9 Trolley Trail.  Included in the Bicycle Master Plan, the historic No. 9 Trolley 
line will eventually be converted into a bikeway connection through the Loudon 
National Cemetery to Frederick Avenue.  Sections of the trolley line have been 
converted for bike and pedestrian use within Baltimore Country parklands.  The 
trails development through Catonsville and into Baltimore City to be used both for 
recreation and commuting. As with all potential bikeways and walkways in 
western Baltimore City, this trail could be further developed to connect to the 
Gwynns Falls Trail. 

2. Westport Light Rail with Trail.   To help increase the number of bike and 
pedestrian commuters, sufficient space exists within the MTA’s Light Rail right-of-
way to provide a path for active transportation.  Given the easy grade, 
commuters would have almost direct access to downtown Baltimore from 
Baltimore Heights, Linthicum and Glen Burnie.  While the majority of this system 
would not need major improvements, re-establishing a connection over the 
Patapsco River would be needed over the existing bridge piers.  The Westport 
and Masonville Cove also connect to the BWI and Baltimore & Annapolis Trail 
system.  These trails in northern Anne Arundel County provide a scenic view of 
Maryland as well as being part of the East Coast Greenway. 

·  BWI Trail – a 12 mile trail around Baltimore Washington International 
Airport allows trail users to leisurely circle the airport with unique vantage 
points to view landing aircraft.   

·  The B&A Trail – a rail trail along the abandoned Baltimore and Annapolis 
railroad connects the neighborhoods of Glen Burnie, Severn, Arnold and 
Annapolis. The B&A is increasingly being used by bike commuters to 
Annapolis.  A proper connection to the north would increase bike 
commuters to Baltimore. 

3. East Coast Greenway (ECG).  The East Coast Greenway is a 3000 mile trail that 
connects communities from Calais, Maine to Key West, Florida. Sections of the 
East Coast Greenway are designated through Baltimore City, but to be a success 
in the Baltimore metropolitan area, connections to Baltimore and Anne Arundel 
counties need to be established.  The previously mentioned Westport Light Rail 
trail would connect the ECG to the south, but the northern connection clearly 
needs improvements.  The ECG’s northerly route through Baltimore County 
would not only aid long-distance travelers, but also help increase commuters 
from Towson, Lutherville, and Timonium to the city. Funds would be primarily 
used for route development and signage. 

4. Herring Run Trail Extensions.   The Herring Run Park recently received $2 
million in state funds for improvements. A portion of these funds will be used for 
the Herring Run Trail between Morgan State University and Sinclair Lane.  When 
complete, these trail improvements will provide an asphalt path through woods 
and fields surrounded by communities like Belair-Edison, Acadia, Lauraville, 
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Parkside and Paradise.  Many trails currently exist for mountain bikes, hikers and 
ATVs along Herring Run that extend both to the north and south into Baltimore 
County. 

 
SUSTAINABILITY EFFORTS 
 
As part of Mayor Sheila Dixon’s vision for a cleaner, greener and healthier Baltimore, any 
improvements to active transportation infrastructure will utilize sustainable measures.  Instead of 
fences or concrete barriers, landscaping and trellises will be used to separate the bikeways from 
vehicular traffic and railroads. Permeable pavement will be installed to help more rainwater go 
directly into the ground. Multiple recycling bins will be installed along new trails instead of trash 
cans.  As walking and cycling are the only true means of sustainable transportation, developing 
an active transportation system goes hand-in-hand with improving Baltimore’s sustainability 
efforts.  As Baltimore’s Sustainability Master Plan develops, so will new measures and 
recommendations to better our environment and to be an international model for a sustainable 
bikeway network. 
 
 

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
 

While new and updated infrastructure is important to establishing a quality bicycle and 
pedestrian system, programs will help make that infrastructure safe and user friendly.  All the bike 
lanes and pedestrian paths would have limited value if the public did not know of its existence or 
proper use.  New programs will help invite the public to become bike commuters while increasing 
the safety factor. 
 
PUBLIC OUTREACH 
 
 Reaching out to Baltimore’s neighborhoods with programs designed to educate the public 
on active transportation is one goal of Baltimore’s Bicycle Master Plan.  While this program has 
been developed, funding is limited to allow a wide-reaching effort.  With additional funds for these 
programs, Baltimore’s active transportation campaign would thrive by: 

1. Increasing motorists’ education for traveling with bicycles and pedestrians.  
Through a cooperative effort between the Baltimore Police Department and Department 
of Transportation’s Safety Division, a program can be developed to educate motorists’ of 
bicycle laws.  From 2002-2006, there have been 1254 accidents involving bicycles within 
Baltimore City.  Citizens are reluctant to use active transportation as long as safety is an 
issue. This high rate of accidents needs to be addressed through education of the public.   

2. Increasing bicycle safety awareness to the growing Hispanic population  A similar 
program was instituted in Washington DC with great effects. D.C.’s Dept. of 
Transportation selected WABA (Washington Area Bicyclist Association) to implement the 
community outreach program. Seminars were held on street corners in Latino 
communities and attracted an audience with flyers and by giving away free bike lights, 
helmets and bi-lingual safety literature.  

3. Encouraging single-occupancy vehicle commuters to u se active transportation.   
55% of commuters in Baltimore City use single occupancy vehicles (SOVs).  SOVs are 
the lead contributor to traffic congestion as one car transports one person. By targeting 
this group of commuters with trip-planning information and bike safety education, 
Baltimore’s streets may become less congested.  This change in commute style will also 
help the commuter lead a healthier lifestyle. 

4. Creating an Adopt-a-Bikeway program to boost com munity involvement in the 
upkeep of the active transportation system.   As Baltimore’s bike and pedestrian 
network grows, managing its upkeep will become necessary.  Through the help of 
volunteers, a program can be created to encourage civic pride and alleviate budgetary 
concerns of the city government.  Just as the state of Maryland and local counties have 
“Adopt-A-Highway” and “Adopt-A-Road” programs, an “Adopt-A-Bikeway” will enable 
local citizens to work with city officials to provide and cleaner and safer bike network. 

5. Bike Share Program. Just as Washington D.C. has recently implemented a bike share 
program, Baltimore can continue this trend by implementing a bike share program of its 
own.  Based on D.C.’s model, Baltimore would work with local businesses to provide 
bikes that can be rented for a period up to 3 hours.  This program helps citizens, 
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commuters and tourists to use bikes for shorter trips instead of cars which reduce traffic 
congestion and greenhouse gas emissions.  Local bike shops have experienced an 
increase in business as the bike share program “reintroduces” the public to cycling. So 
goes the old adage “Once you learn to ride a bike, you never forget.” 

6. Bike Stations.  Bike Stations are a growing business on the West Coast by providing 
patrons with safe bike parking, bike repairs, a convenience store and shower facilities all 
in one location.  Not only will a Baltimore bike station provide a much needed service, but 
will also add jobs to the local economy. 

 
TOURISM PROMOTION 
 
While Baltimore’s efforts to increase active transportation and provide bike lanes are primarily for 
the local citizen, visitors to the city may also enjoy the improvements made.  As the city has 
added over 20 miles of bike lanes over the past year, Baltimore’s commitment to a safe and 
extensive bike and pedestrian system will help tourists view and enjoy the city the way locals do.  

1. Promoting bike tourism. Tourism promotion would be conducted by Baltimore’s Office 
of Promotion and the Arts, which oversees related programs for the city.  Promotion 
would include an updated website featuring Baltimore’s local trails, historic and scenic 
sites as well as bike rental locations and related events. 

2. Online and published maps.  With the development of the bike network, maps must be 
created for users, both local and tourist, in order to safely experience the Baltimore by 
bike.  Maps can be published on weather-resistant material and made available online for 
uploads to user’s GPS. 

 
In a time when the price of gas is uncontrolled, our planet reels from global warming and 

our children’s obesity rates are rising, developing and improving an active transportation 
system helps address all these issues.  Baltimore has proved its commitment to providing an 
efficient bike and pedestrian network while preserving green spaces.  The steps our 
community has taken are the first steps toward a much bigger goal: goal of uncrowded 
streets, healthier citizens, a cleaner environment and a sustainable city that our children will 
be proud to inherit. We must act now to fight the growing trends with one true solution:  active 
transportation.  
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