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From the Headwaters to the Gulf. . . .From the Headwaters to the Gulf. . . .From the Headwaters to the Gulf. . . .



www.mississippirivertrail.org



www.mississippirivertrail.org



www.mississippirivertrail.org

What Is the Mississippi River Trail?What Is the Mississippi River Trail?What Is the Mississippi River Trail?

A 3,000 mile, ten state trail system from the 
headwaters of the Mississippi River to the 
Gulf of Mexico 

A collaboration of on and off-road trails 
networking 400 communities, 123 counties, 
10 states and municipal, state, regional and 
national parks, historic sites, and cultural 
venues.

A 3,000 mile, ten state trail system from the A 3,000 mile, ten state trail system from the 
headwaters of the Mississippi River to the headwaters of the Mississippi River to the 
Gulf of Mexico Gulf of Mexico 

A collaboration of on and offA collaboration of on and off--road trails road trails 
networking 400 communities, 123 counties, networking 400 communities, 123 counties, 
10 states and municipal, state, regional and 10 states and municipal, state, regional and 
national parks, historic sites, and cultural national parks, historic sites, and cultural 
venues.venues.
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� A 10 state technical assistance and advocacy 
nonprofit organization founded in 1996

� With 20 board members representing multiple 
professional disciplines including economic 
development, health and wellness, and 
environmental conservation 

� Who support the organization’s mission, 
vision, and goals

�� A 10 state technical assistance and advocacy A 10 state technical assistance and advocacy 
nonprofit organization founded in 1996nonprofit organization founded in 1996

�� With 20 board members representing multiple With 20 board members representing multiple 
professional disciplines including economic professional disciplines including economic 
development, health and wellness, and development, health and wellness, and 
environmental conservation environmental conservation 

�� Who support the organizationWho support the organization’’ s mission, s mission, 
vision, and goalsvision, and goals

What Is Mississippi River Trail, Inc.?What Is Mississippi River Trail, Inc.?What Is Mississippi River Trail, Inc.?
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Our MissionOur MissionOur Mission

is to be a catalyst for promotion and 
development of the Mississippi River Trail.

is to be a catalyst for promotion and is to be a catalyst for promotion and 
development of the Mississippi River Trail.development of the Mississippi River Trail.
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� Strengthening Organizational Development

� Route Development

� Encouraging Use

�� Strengthening Organizational DevelopmentStrengthening Organizational Development

�� Route DevelopmentRoute Development

�� Encouraging UseEncouraging Use

Priority ActionsPriority ActionsPriority Actions
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� Trail User Groups

� Community Development Groups 

� Tourism and Promotional Groups

� State Departments of Transportation, 
Natural Resources and Tourism

� Local and regional governments and 
planning organizations

�� Trail User GroupsTrail User Groups

�� Community Development Groups Community Development Groups 

�� Tourism and Promotional GroupsTourism and Promotional Groups

�� State Departments of Transportation, State Departments of Transportation, 
Natural Resources and TourismNatural Resources and Tourism

�� Local and regional governments and Local and regional governments and 
planning organizationsplanning organizations

Working With. . .Working With. . .Working With. . .
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� Designated one of 16 Millennium Trails - 2000

(RTC Assistance)

� $36.5 million in SAFETEALU funding earmarks -
- 2005 (RTC Assistance)

� String of Pearls Project Series based on the Triple
Bottom Line Model - 2006

� Proposed 2016 National Park Service 
Centennial Project - 2007

� Proposed Mississippi River Trail Study Act - 2007

�� Designated one of 16 Millennium Trails Designated one of 16 Millennium Trails -- 20002000

(RTC Assistance)(RTC Assistance)

�� $36.5 million in SAFETEALU funding earmarks $36.5 million in SAFETEALU funding earmarks --

-- 2005 (RTC Assistance)2005 (RTC Assistance)

�� String of Pearls Project Series based on the String of Pearls Project Series based on the TripleTriple

Bottom Line ModelBottom Line Model -- 20062006

�� Proposed 2016 National Park Service Proposed 2016 National Park Service 
Centennial Project Centennial Project -- 20072007

�� Proposed Mississippi River Trail Study Act Proposed Mississippi River Trail Study Act -- 20072007

Mississippi River Trail SuccessesMississippi River Trail SuccessesMississippi River Trail Successes
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ECONOMY ENVIRONMENT

HEALTH & COMMUNITY
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MRT String of Pearls ProjectsMRT String of Pearls ProjectsMRT String of Pearls Projects

� A project established through a  bi-
regional partnership with National Park 
Service Rivers Trails and Conservation 
Assistance Program

� Based on the “Triple Bottom Line”, sites 
are located in urban and rural areas 

� To bring national attention to the 
trail corridor in key destinations

�� A project established through a  biA project established through a  bi--
regional partnership with National Park regional partnership with National Park 
Service Rivers Trails and Conservation Service Rivers Trails and Conservation 
Assistance ProgramAssistance Program

�� Based on the Based on the ““ Triple Bottom LineTriple Bottom Line”” , sites , sites 
are located in urban and rural areas are located in urban and rural areas 

�� To bring national attention to the To bring national attention to the 
trail corridortrail corridorin key destinationsin key destinations
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� New Orleans, Louisiana
� Baton Rouge, Louisiana
� Vicksburg, Mississippi
� Helena, Arkansas
� Memphis, Tennessee
� St. Louis, Missouri
� Clinton, Iowa
� Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota

�� New Orleans, LouisianaNew Orleans, Louisiana
�� Baton Rouge, LouisianaBaton Rouge, Louisiana
�� Vicksburg, MississippiVicksburg, Mississippi
�� Helena, ArkansasHelena, Arkansas
�� Memphis, TennesseeMemphis, Tennessee
�� St. Louis, MissouriSt. Louis, Missouri
�� Clinton, IowaClinton, Iowa
�� Minneapolis/St. Paul, MinnesotaMinneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota

Target Pearls ProjectsTarget Pearls ProjectsTarget Pearls Projects



www.mississippirivertrail.org

2016 NPS Centennial2016 NPS Centennial

Centennial Vision

In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the
National Park Service in 2016, America invites 
the world to discover the meaning of national parks 
to their lives and inspires people to both experience 
and become devoted to these special places.

Centennial VisionCentennial Vision

In celebration of the 100In celebration of the 100thth anniversary of theanniversary of the
National Park Service in 2016, America invites National Park Service in 2016, America invites 
the world to discover the meaning of national parks the world to discover the meaning of national parks 
to their lives and inspires people to both experience to their lives and inspires people to both experience 
and become devoted to these special places.and become devoted to these special places.



MRT Centennial ObjectivesMRT Centennial ObjectivesMRT Centennial Objectives
Complete the 3,000 mile trail system

Encourage recreational use and resource 
stewardship through co-marketing and co-
programming with local, state and federal 
agencies and organizations, public and private;

Demonstrate a successful philanthropic 
partnership model that can be replicated across 
the nation and contribute significantly to 
shaping a vital and enduring legacy for the 
national park system into the next century.

Complete the 3,000 mile trail systemComplete the 3,000 mile trail system

Encourage recreational use and resource Encourage recreational use and resource 
stewardship through costewardship through co--marketing and comarketing and co--
programming with local, state and federal programming with local, state and federal 
agencies and organizations, public and private;agencies and organizations, public and private;

Demonstrate a successful philanthropic Demonstrate a successful philanthropic 
partnership model that can be replicated across partnership model that can be replicated across 
the nation and contribute significantly to the nation and contribute significantly to 
shaping a vital and enduring legacy for the shaping a vital and enduring legacy for the 
national park system into the next century.national park system into the next century.



www.mississippirivertrail.org

� Mississippi River Trail Study Act
directs the Secretary of the Interior to 

conduct a study examining the feasibility and 
suitability of including the Mississippi River Trail
in the National Trails System.

�� Mississippi River Trail Study ActMississippi River Trail Study Act
directs the Secretary of the Interior to directs the Secretary of the Interior to 

conduct a study examining the feasibility and conduct a study examining the feasibility and 
suitability of including the suitability of including the Mississippi River TrailMississippi River Trail
in the National Trails System.in the National Trails System.

Mississippi River Trail Study ActMississippi River Trail Study ActMississippi River Trail Study Act
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Economic ImpactEconomic ImpactEconomic Impact
State of Iowa anticipates $20 million annually from 
the use of the Mississippi River Trail.

Completion of an uninterrupted levee trail between 
Baton Rouge and New Orleans is expected to add 
between $ 5-10 million annually in new tourism 
revenue. 

Conservative revenue estimates from local and 
visiting tourist use in all ten states - $150 - $200 
million annually.

State of Iowa anticipates $20 million annually from State of Iowa anticipates $20 million annually from 
the use of the Mississippi River Trail.the use of the Mississippi River Trail.

Completion of an uninterrupted levee trail between Completion of an uninterrupted levee trail between 
Baton Rouge and New Orleans is expected to add Baton Rouge and New Orleans is expected to add 
between $ 5between $ 5--10 million annually in new tourism 10 million annually in new tourism 
revenue. revenue. 

Conservative revenue estimates from local and Conservative revenue estimates from local and 
visiting tourist use in all ten states visiting tourist use in all ten states -- $150 $150 -- $200 $200 
million annually.million annually.
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MRT is Growing into the Future By:MRT is Growing into the Future By:MRT is Growing into the Future By:

1) Expanding alternative transportation development (trails) in
rural and urban settings along the river.

2) Helping provide public education about the importance of trails 
as a community development and enhancement strategy

3) Introducing trails as a means to positively impact the nation’s  
health crises

1)1) Expanding alternative transportation development (trails) inExpanding alternative transportation development (trails) in
rural and urban settings along the river.rural and urban settings along the river.

2)2) Helping provide public education about the importance of trails Helping provide public education about the importance of trails 
as a community development and enhancement strategyas a community development and enhancement strategy

3)3) Introducing trails as a means to positively impact the nationIntroducing trails as a means to positively impact the nation’’ s  s  
health criseshealth crises
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Provides alternate transportation routes that 
help redefine the Mississippi River corridor

Thus, influencing the lives of nearly 20 million 
corridor residents and all Americans through a 
multitude of Triple Bottom Line opportunities.

Provides alternate transportation routes that Provides alternate transportation routes that 
help redefine help redefine the Mississippi River corridorthe Mississippi River corridor

Thus, Thus, influencing the lives of nearly 20 influencing the lives of nearly 20 million million 
corridor residents and all Americans corridor residents and all Americans through a through a 
multitude of multitude of Triple Bottom Line Triple Bottom Line opportunities.opportunities.

The Mississippi River TrailThe Mississippi River Trail
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Terry Eastin
Executive Director

MRT, Inc.
858 N. Jackson

Fayetteville, AR 72701
479-236-0938

479-571-2665 (FAX)
terry@mississippirivertrail.org

Terry EastinTerry Eastin
Executive DirectorExecutive Director

MRT, Inc.MRT, Inc.
858 N. Jackson858 N. Jackson

Fayetteville, AR 72701Fayetteville, AR 72701
479479--236236--09380938

479479--571571--2665 (FAX)2665 (FAX)
terry@mississippirivertrail.orgterry@mississippirivertrail.org

Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!
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Experience
3,000 miles of cultural diversity,
history, and breathtaking scenery
along the Mississippi River Trail.

ExperienceExperience
3,000 miles of cultural diversity,3,000 miles of cultural diversity,
history, and breathtaking sceneryhistory, and breathtaking scenery
along the along the Mississippi River TrailMississippi River Trail..
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