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Portland:
Best Bicycling City in 

America
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Development of Portland’s Bikeway Network

Buildout
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Increasing Bicycle Use

Year:

Cyclists Per Day Bikeway Miles

Miles of Bikeways

Bridge Bicycle Traffic

1992:
83 miles of bikeways

2,850 daily trips

Bridge Bicycle Traffic:

Bikeway Miles:

2005:
259 miles of bikeways

10,192 daily trips



With 1990 
bikeway 
network...

Increasing Bicycle Commute Mode Split



Bicycle Commute Mode Split 1990

…and 1990 
mode splits
(by census tract)

With 1990 
bikeway 
network... 0 - 2%

2 - 3%
3 - 5%

5 - 8%

8 - 10%
10+%

Bike Commute 
Mode Split



Bicycle Commute Mode Split 1990
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Bicycle Commute Mode Split 2000

With 2000 
bikeway 
network…

…and 2000 
mode splits
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Decreasing Crash Rate
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Reported Feelings of Safety 
by Portland Bicyclists--2000

based on 600 completed surveys from bicyclists, Summer 2000

Very or Somewhat Safe

Neither safe 
nor unsafe

Not at all or 
not very safe

More than 70% of 
cyclists report feeling 
very or somewhat safe

10% report 
feeling not safe



Mode Split Comparison:
Europe and North America

data 1990
or later
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Mode Split in Selected German Cities
compared to Portland by Population
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Mode Split in the Netherlands
by Trip Distance

BicycleTransit Walk Auto

Source: Statistics Netherlands, National Travel Survey, 1996
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Mode Split by Age Group:
Netherlands, Germany, USA

Source: J. Pucher & L Dijkstra, "Making Walking and Bicycling Safer: Lessons from Europe," Department of Urban Planning, Rutgers University, February 2000.
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“Relaxed” Riding Times To Central City
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Portland Trip Distances
by Frequency

source: PDOT
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Different Riders and Their Needs

Enthused & Confident
comfortable in traffic with 
appropriate facilities
prefer shorter trip distances

Interested but Concerned
Not attracted by bicycle lanes
Not comfortable in traffic
Will ride in low-volume, low-
speed conditions (boulevards, 
off-street)

No Way No How

Strong & Fearless
will ride regardless of facilities
trip distance is not such an issue



Next Steps?
• Improve Roadway Conditions for Bicycling

– reduce basic speed limit to 15 mph
– focus traffic enforcement efforts on motorists
– support Safe Routes to Schools and Neighborhood Traffic Safety programs

• Create More Opportunities for Bicycling
– bike to light rail
– build more trails
– build more bicycle boulevards

• Improve City Bikeways
– focus improvements on strategic areas
– use innovative treatments to facilitate bicycling

• Bicycle Education and Promotion
– traffic curriculum
– public campaign to educate road users
– promote health aspects of bicycling 
– comprehensive signing of bikeway network

• Update City’s Bicycle Master Plan as a means of broadly 
discussing these and other ideas with Portlanders
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