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Title (e.g., YOUR COMMUNITY PLANS XX MILES OF TRAILS [or other action-oriented specific outcome if possible])
Seeks federal investment for walking and biking as part of a national campaign
YOUR CITY, YOUR STATE ABBREVIATION​​​––YOUR ORGANIZATION / CAMPAIGN TEAM releases a written case statement today demonstrating how YOUR COMMUNITY could shift a significant percentage of driving trips to walking and biking, resulting in substantial benefits to mobility, health, greenhouse gas emissions and the local economy. [IF POSSIBLE, SWAP OUT ABOVE LEAD WITH SPECIFIC LOCAL EXAMPLE: COMMUNITY PREDICTS XX MILLION MILES LESS DRIVING; WILL BUILD XX MILES OF TRAILS CONNECTING TO MAJOR EMPLOYMENT CENTERS, ETC.]
2nd PARAGRAPH: INSERT SPECIFICS ABOUT BENEFITS THAT WOULD BE REALIZED LOCALLY WITH INCREASED FEDERAL INVESTMENTS. (2-3 SENTENCES)
The announcement occurs on the same day that dozens of communities nationwide join the national nonprofit Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC) in releasing case statements calling for greater federal investment in walking and biking.

“Too often, communities have been designed to accommodate cars instead of people,” says Kevin Mills, vice-president of policy for RTC. “Many seek to walk or bicycle for short trips but hesitate for lack of safe and convenient places to do so. But where communities have begun to build active transportation systems, walking and bicycling have increased dramatically.”
DISCUSS LOCAL EXAMPLES (TRAIL SYSTEMS, SIDEWALKS, ETC.) THAT WOULD BENEFIT FROM FEDERAL FUNDING
YOUR COMMUNITY’S REPORT CAN BE FOUND AT… [YOUR WEB SITE OR WWW.RAILSTOTRAILS.ORG/CASE_STATEMENTS.HTML] Today, RTC is also releasing a report, “Active Transportation for America,” funded by Bikes Belong (a national bicycle advocacy group), that quantifies for the first time the significant contribution bicycling and walking can make to our nation’s transportation system. The “Active Transportation for America” report can be found at www.railstotrails.org/ATFA.

###
[INSERT YOUR ORGANIZATION’S BOILERPLATE DESCRIPTION, LIKE RTC’S BELOW.]
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, a nonprofit organization with more than 100,000 members and donors, advocates for healthier lifestyles by creating a nationwide network of public trails, many from former rail lines and connecting corridors. Founded in 1986, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy’s national office is located in Washington, D.C. Visit us on the Web at www.railstotrails.org

