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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The 18-mile Clarion-Little Toby Trail parallels the banks
of the Clarion River and Little Toby Creek in Elk County,
Pennsylvania, in the heart of the region known as the
Pennsylvania Wilds. The trail utilizes the right-of-way of the
former Ridgway and Clarion Branch of the Pennsylvania
Railroad between Ridgway and Brockway.
During 2015, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC) conducted
this study of the users of the Clarion-Little Toby Trail under a
grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources. This study utilized a survey
methodology previously tested on Pennsylvania trails
and documented in RTC’s Trail User Survey Workbook:
railstotrails.org/tosworkbook. The survey was designed to
monitor trail user characteristics and economic impact.

An analysis of the data accumulated from infrared counters
located along the trail and the completed surveys received
from users indicate an estimated 20,761 annual user visits,
resulting in a total economic impact in 2015 of $897,593. It
is important to note that due to the small sample size, 108
completed surveys, the results of future surveys may vary
widely from the data presented in this report.
Two different survey data collection methods were employed
for the Clarion-Little Toby Trail project. Paper survey forms
were available from mid-April through late-October at the
following trail access locations: Ridgway Trailhead, Ridgway
Treatment Plant, Island Run, Carman Siding and Brockway
Trailhead. Completed responses were mailed back to RTC and
tallied by RTC staff. Paper surveys included in this analysis
totaled 82. In addition, an online version of the survey hosted
by Survey Monkey was utilized to collect responses. Survey
boxes containing a QR Code link to the online version of the
survey, and a “take one” card containing the QR code and the
URL for the survey, were deployed at the same locations along
the trail as the paper surveys. A total of 26 online surveys are
included in this analysis. Thus, the total number of responses
to the Clarion-Little Toby Trail User Survey was 108.
ZIP codes on the completed responses indicate that a large
proportion (48.6 percent) of trail users on the Clarion-Little
Toby Trail reside in either Ridgway or Brockway. Another
11.4 percent reside in Elk County, and 29.5 percent come
from other Pennsylvania counties; 10.5 percent of the survey
participants came from states other than Pennsylvania.
The largest number of survey respondents (40 percent)
reported using the trail at least once a week. First-time users
made up 14.3 percent of our sample.
The age profile of the Clarion-Little Toby Trail users is similar
to what we’ve seen in other trail surveys, with the majority
of users (69.5 percent) over the age of 46. The percentage of
trail-use survey participants between the ages of 56 and 65
is somewhat higher than we have found in the nine years we
have been conducting trail user surveys. Only in very urban
environments such as the Three Rivers Heritage Trail in
Pittsburgh do we encounter a higher percentage of trail users in
the lower age-range categories.
The male/female ratio also is typical of what we have found
in user surveys of other rail-trails, with 53.3 percent male and
46.7 percent female.
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Riding a bike on the trail is the activity cited most frequently
by the survey respondents: 43 percent. Walking was the
second most popular activity, reported by 32.1 percent of the
respondents. Running and jogging was the primary activity for
12.7 percent of the survey respondents. Three percent indicated
geocaching as their primary activity.

Newreported
York Avenue
Other activities
by trail usersRail-with-Trail
centered around
observing wildlife
(31.6
percent)
and bird-watching (22.8
Project
Area
Map
percent). Almost one in four survey respondents (24.5 percent)
indicated that they liked to take photographs along the trail.
When asked how they found out about the trail, the most
popular response was word of mouth (35.5 percent). Another
22 percent of respondents classified how they learned of the
trail as “other.”
The survey included eight questions about expenditures in order
to develop a profile of trail user spending habits. Just less than
80 percent of respondents indicated they had purchased some
form of durable goods, also known as “hard goods”—bike,
shoes, bike supplies, etc.—for use while on the trail. Users spent
an average of $477.44 per person on these types of items during
the previous year.

Consumable goods, or “soft goods” such as snacks and drinks,
were purchased by 74.6 percent of respondents, for an average
of $20.41 per person, per trip.
Lodging was the third factor examined for economic analysis.
In the case of the Clarion-Little Toby Trail, the impact of
overnight stays was significant, which is typical of a trail located
in a rural area and not close to large metropolitan centers. More
than a third of the survey respondents (36.4 percent) indicated
that they stayed overnight in conjunction with their trail visit.
They stayed an average of 1.5 nights and spent $94.64 on
average per night.
Survey respondents perceived the trail to be very well
maintained. More than 86 percent rated the maintenance of the
trail as good to excellent, and more than 95 percent rated safety
and cleanliness of the trail as good to excellent.
The segments of the Clarion-Little Toby Trail that our
respondents used most frequently were Ridgway Treatment
Plant to Island Run Parking (22.2 percent) and Ridgway
Trailhead to Ridgway Treatment Plant (18.5 percent). The trail
access points cited most often were Ridgway Trailhead (29.3
percent) and Brockway Trailhead (23 percent).

RAILS-TO-TRAILS CONSERVANCY 3

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
The valley of the Clarion River and its major tributary, Toby
Creek, have an extensive history tracing back to the Native
American tribes that called this region of Pennsylvania home.
Field research and recent archaeological studies indicate that
the early inhabitants of Pennsylvania traveled the ridges of the
Clarion River and Toby Creek, crossing from the Lake ErieAllegheny River drainage areas to trade and in some cases war
with tribes on the West Branch of the Susquehanna River. The
non-glaciated hillsides adjacent to the Clarion River and Toby
Creek have many examples of rock shelters used as stopover
refuges for the Native Americans as they traversed the ridges.
One of the earliest stories of the Toby Valley and Native
Americans is the tale of the Maid of Blue Rock. In 1798,
General Wade and his family, along with a friend named
Slade, came to the headwaters of the Little Toby. They settled
temporarily at what is now Little Toby, on the Rochester &
Pittsburgh Railroad approximately where Toby Creek joins the
Clarion River. In 1803, the party returned east, coming back
later that year to build a log house at the mouth of the Little
Toby on the east bank. In 1806, while Wade and Slade were
hunting around what is now Blue Rock (where the swinging
bridge across Toby Creek is today), they saw an Indian girl
watching them. Approaching her, the General enticed her
to follow him to his home and, once there, introduced her
to Mrs. Wade. In 1809, this semi-captive married Slade,
the ceremony being performed by Chief Tamsqua. A few
years later, Slade moved to what is now Portland Mills and
established a trading house there. When the white settlers came
into the No Man’s Creek neighborhood, Wade and Tamsqua
presented to them the pipe of peace.
The Clarion River and Toby Creek (and their many drainages)
saw an influx of settlers between 1807 and 1821. Amos Davis
is recognized as the first pioneer in Fox Township on the upper
Toby Creek, having arrived in 1807. The larger development
of the Clarion River corridor began in 1821, when James Lyle
Gillis arrived and developed the Montmorency Farm as lands
manager for Jacob Ridgway, patriarch of the town bearing his
name. The town was officially founded in 1824.
Gillis, his brother Enos, James Gallagher and other early
settlers set about to utilize the Clarion River as their major
mechanism of commerce, since roads were nonexistent and
the railroads would not arrive in Ridgway until October 1864.
The early industry of the Clarion River and Toby Creek Valley
4
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was built around log drives and rafting of timber to downriver
markets in Pittsburgh and Louisville and even as far away as
New Orleans. One history book of the era states that more
than 40 million board feet of lumber were rafted out of the
Toby Creek watershed to its junction with the Clarion River
between 1840 and 1860.
The Philadelphia & Erie Railroad (P&E) was chartered on
April 3, 1837, as the Sunbury & Erie, and construction of the
railroad line began in 1852. In January 1862, the corridor was
leased to the Pennsylvania Railroad. The line was opened to
Ridgway on Oct. 17, 1864. The total length of the corridor
is 287 miles. The “Coast to Coast” Railroad, as the P&E
was sometimes called, opened up the Allegheny Plateau to
development and brought the ability to move goods and
finished products to and from the local communities.
The Ridgway and Clearfield Branch of the Pennsylvania
Railroad (now the Clarion-Little Toby Trail), which runs 27
miles from Ridgway to Falls Creek, opened on Nov. 9, 1883.
The trains traveled from Ridgway and through Carman,
Croyland, Grove, Blue Rock, Carrier, Brockwayville (now
Brockway), Lanes Mills and McMinn’s Summit to Falls Creek
(near Dubois). A number of these communities are now ghost
towns. The last train ran on Nov. 2, 1968, and the tracks were
removed in 1972.*
Work on the Clarion-Little Toby Trail started in 1992, with the
goal of converting 18 miles of the former right-of-way between
Brockway and Ridgway into a trail. Completing the trail took
nine years, $1.8 million and thousands of volunteer hours. The
trail is open year-round for non-motorized use (bicycling and
walking). In the winter, it is an excellent cross-country skiing
trail. The trail is surfaced with a compacted fine gravel. It is
fairly level, except for a very short hill 1 mile south of Ridgway.
For 1.8 miles beginning at mile 6, the trail runs alongside the
tracks of the Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railway (B&P). This is
an active rail line, making the Clarion-Little Toby Trail one of
Pennsylvania’s rail-with-trail projects.
*This section of the Historical Perspective is courtesy of Bob Imhof.

LOCATIONAL ANALYSIS

The Clarion-Little Toby Trail is located between the
communities of Ridgway and Brockway in Elk and Jefferson
counties in northwestern Pennsylvania. The trail runs along
the Clarion River and Little Toby Creek. This region of
Pennsylvania is designated as “The Pennsylvania Wilds” and
encompasses more than 2 million acres of forested land. Much
of the trail runs through Pennsylvania State Game Lands
(SGL) Number 44. The SGLs are managed by the Pennsylvania
Game Commission (PGC) for hunting, trapping and fishing.
These lands are donated to the PGC or purchased by the PGC
with hunting license monies. The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission stocks both the Clarion River and Little Toby
Creek with trout. Just northwest of Ridgeway is the Allegheny

National Forest (ANF), Pennsylvania’s only national forest. The
forest covers approximately 517,000 acres and includes land in
Elk, Forest, McKean and Warren counties. About 463,000 acres
are forested, 42,000 acres are non-forest, and 11,000 acres are
covered by water (primarily the Allegheny Reservoir).
DuBois is the largest city close to the Clarion-Little Toby
Trail. Located 11 miles south of Brockway along Interstate 80,
DuBois has a population of 7,794 (2010 Census). Interestingly,
fewer than 5 percent of the survey respondents indicated a
DuBois ZIP code.
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ABOUT THE TRAIL
Trail Rules
 The trail is open from dawn to dusk.
 There is no camping along the trail.
 Keep your dog on a leash and clean up their
waste.

 Keep to the right and pass on the left. Bicyclists
should signal other users before passing them.

From the Ridgway trailhead (mile 0), the crushed stone
trail follows the Clarion River, an excellent trout fishing
stream, for approximately 8 miles. At mile 2.6, the trail
runs along State Route 949 (Portland Mills Road) for
800 feet, using the roadway bridge across Island Run.
Starting at mile 6, the trail runs alongside the tracks of
the B&P, an active rail line, for 1.8 miles. At mile 7.7,
the trail leaves the B&P tracks and runs along Little
Toby Creek. Signs along this portion of the trail mark
where small towns once thrived. The ruins of the 1905
Garavil Stone Crusher, part of a quarrying operation,
remain at mile 9.7. The well-known Blue Rock Swinging
Bridge—a suspension bridge anchored by the abutments
of a railroad bridge that once crossed Little Toby
Creek—is located at mile 12.2. The suspension bridge
was built by volunteers from “Friends of the Toby”
and Future Farmers of America. The trail ends at the
Brockway trailhead at mile 18.
Along the trail, visitors can expect to see wildlife
including ducks, herons, deer, wild turkeys and even an
occasional porcupine. Because both the Clarion River
and the Little Toby are trout streams, visitors often
may see fishermen casting their lines or riding their
bikes with waders on. (Most of this trail is on Game
Commission land, so it is recommended that you wear
orange during the fall and spring hunting seasons.)
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 Motorized vehicles are prohibited except for
wheelchairs and other power-driven mobility
devices.

 Keep the trail beautiful by taking your trash home.
 Respect the rights and privacy of adjacent
landowners by staying on the trail.

 A 1.8-mile section of the trail is located next to an
active rail line. For your safety, please stay clear
of the tracks at all times.

Milepoint

Point of
Interest

0

Ridgway Trailhead—Water Street

0.9

A

Ridgway Treatment Plant

2.6

B

Parking at Island Run, Trail follows PA 949 for
short distance.

4.1

C

Mill Haven Dam Ruins – destroyed in the 1936 flood

4.2

D

Cherry Tree Flats and Mill Haven ghost town (1846)

5.0

E

Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad trestle

7.7

PA 949 overpass

7.8
8.3

Parking at Carman Siding
F

Clarion River Railroad Abutments (1890 – 1948)
Croyland Trailhead and site of Civilian Conservation
Corps Camp (1933 – 1941)

8.5
9.7

G

Garovi Quarry and Rock Crusher Ruins (1905 – 1929)

9.8

H

Grove Ghost Town (1905 – 1929)

10.1

I

Coward Run and Shorts Mill ghost town (1866 – 1890)

10.3

J

Site of historic train wreck

12.2

K

Blue Rock/Ellmont ghost town (1798 – 1908) and
swinging bridge over Little Toby Creek

13.3

L

Vineyard Run and Vineyard ghost town (1883 – 1895)

14.5

M

Carrier ghost town (1854 – 1899)

15.8

Parking at Jenkins Run

18.0

Brockway Trailhead at Taylor Park on 7th Avenue Ext.

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE
*Ridgway

**Brockway

*Elk County

*Jefferson County

4,001

1,936

31,194

44,638

$40,371

$35,528

$45,767

$41,262

HOUSEHOLDS

1758

871

13,478

18,503

PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD

2.24

2.20

2.33

2.39

1,531

1,716

38.60

69.30

POPULATION (2010)
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME

POPULATION DENSITY (per square mile) (2010)

TRAIL REGION POPULATION GROWTH
Year

Elk County

Jefferson County

2020

30,826

45,084

2030

30,081

45,220

2040

28,758

45,245

***

*PA QuickFacts from the U.S. Census Bureau
**PA HomeTownLocator
***The Center for Rural Pennsylvania – Pennsylvania Population Projects 2010-2040
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QUALITATIVE VALUES OF THE
CLARION-LITTLE TOBY TRAIL
The following is a sample of verbatim comments
taken from the Trail User Survey forms distributed
along the trail:
I love the trail! I wish I could bike/walk on it year round, but it is mushy in the winter and early
spring. I appreciate all the maintenance done by the volunteers.
I'm retired, and I love the trail.
Mile markers should be more visible; I have heard that the big rectangle rocks along the trail
indicate distance or something but have not seen any info on this or signage at trail entrances.
We enjoy the trail; we feel safe away from walking and/or biking on the highway.
Awesome trail—needs extended.
This is one of the best RTT in PA. Wonderful. Great nature, wildlife and scenery. Love it! Keep up
the great work on this trail!
I love the Toby Trail and would like to see it used more. Possibly having more events like running
races or bike rides that are used to raise money for trail maintenance.
Need more picnic tables on the middle of the trail, and there are no maps anywhere! (Just these
surveys.)
Welcome center very hospitable; Ridgeway is beautiful community—we will return!
For me the trail is about recreation and history. I believe the public would volunteer more if they
knew how to get in touch with the right people.
Thank you for this trail. I use it all the time. Today I walked a total of 12 miles on your trail: 8
from the Brockway side, and 4 on the Ridgway side of the trail. I appreciate the efforts that go
into making this trail great!
The trail is part of what we love about Ridgway and, therefore, a factor in our buying our house
there. It's hard to say how much we spent in conjunction with our trail use because we live in
Ridgway. We also live in North Carolina.
Nice trail. Well maintained. Need to promote it more.
I was grateful to find this trail by accident. I am working periodically in Western PA. Knew of the
GAP and rode it, but am finding lots of smaller local trails like this and enjoying them very much.
I'm from Indiana, where the land is flat and the roads are straight. Kinda boring in comparison!
My wife and I are hikers/campers; stayed at Clear Creek S. P. We did part of trail last year also.
Great trail for kids.
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SURVEY RESULTS
7: How often, on average, do you use the trail?

1: What is your age group?
15 and under					
16–25						
26–35						
36–45						
46–55						
56–65						
66 or older					

1.0%
3.8%
10.5%
12.4%
15.2%
32.4%
24.8%

Daily 						
More than twice a week 				
Twice a week 					
Once a week 					
A couple times a month 				
Once a month				
A few times a year					
This is my first time.					

7.6%
16.2%
9.5%
6.7%
18.1%
1.9%
25.7%
14.3%

2: Were any children under the age of 15 with you on
your trail experience today?

8: When, generally, do you use the trail?

Yes						 12.3%
No						 87.7%

Weekdays 					
24.7%
Weekends 					
21.8%
Both						 53.5%

3: What is your gender?
Male						 53.3%
Female						 46.7%

4: What is your ZIP code?
Ridgway						
Brockway						
Other Elk County 					
Other Pennsylvania counties				
Other states					

41.9%
6.7%
11.4%
29.5%
10.5%

5: How did you find out about the trail?
Word of mouth					
Roadside signage					
Driving past 				
Newspaper					
Tourist bureau					
Bike shop						
explorePAtrails.com			 		
TrailLink.com				
tricountyrailstotrails.org				
Tricounty Rails to Trails brochure				
Other						

35.5%
9.2%
1.4%
5.0%
2.8%
6.4%
0.7%
7.1%
5.7%
4.2%
22.0%

6: Was this visit to the Clarion-Little Toby Trail for a
special event (race, fundraiser, etc.)?
Yes						
0.0%
No						100.0%

9: How much time do you generally spend on the trail
each visit?
Less than 30 minutes					
30 minutes to 1 hour 					
1 to 2 hours 					
More than 2 hours					

1.0%
26.9%
36.5%
35.6%

10: Which trail access point do you generally use when
you visit the trail?
Ridgway Trailhead					
Ridgway Maintenance Yard			
Ridgway Treatment Plant				
Island Run						
Carman Siding					
Croyland Trailhead					
Jenkins Run					
Brockway Trailhead					

29.3%
8.1%
11.5%
10.3%
9.8%
4.6%
3.4%
23.0%

11: What portion of the trail do you use most often?
Ridgway Trailhead to Ridgway Treatment Plant		
Ridgway Treatment Plant to Island Run Parking 		
Island Run Parking to Carman Siding Parking 		
Carman Siding Parking to Croyland Trailhead 		
Croyland Trailhead to Jenkins Run Parking 			
Jenkins Run Parking to Brockway Trailhead			

18.5%
22.2%
16.5%
12.3%
13.6%
16.9%
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12: Would you consider your use of the trail to be for ...?

17: How would you rate the maintenance of the trail?

Recreation						
Health and exercise					
Training (running, cycling) 				
Commuting 					
Walking to school 					
Other (specify)					

Excellent 					
Good 						
Fair
					
Poor 			
			

36.4%
51.2%
8.3%
0.8%
0.8%
2.5%

13: If you answered “Health and exercise,” does your
employer encourage or provide incentives for you to
exercise?
Yes 						
No						

14.3%
85.7%

48.1%
38.0%
12.0%
1.9%

18: How would you rate the safety and security of the
trail?
Excellent						
Good						
Fair						
Poor 						

48.5%
46.6%
4.9%
0.0%

19: How would you rate the cleanliness of the trail?
14: Has the trail had an influence on the type or
frequency of the activity in which you participate?
Yes						
No						

69.9%
30.1%

15: What is your primary activity on the trail?
Walking/hiking 					
Biking						
Jogging/running					
Cross-country skiing					
Geocaching 					
Other (specify)					

32.1%
43.0%
12.8%
7.3%
3.0%
1.8%

16: During your trail visit, did you ...?
Watch birds 					
Watch wildlife					
Take photographs					
Study wildflowers					
Geocache						
Fish 						
Hunt 						
Go boating					
Other						
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22.8%
31.6%
24.5%
9.3%
2.9%
2.1%
1.3%
2.5%
3.0%

Excellent						
Good 						
Fair						
Poor 						

55.4%
39.8%
2.9%
1.9%

20: Would you be willing to make an annual donation to
help maintain the trail? If so, how much?
No						
$10						
$15						
$25						
Other $						

44.2%
29.1%
7.0%
13.9%
5.8%

21: Did the trail influence where you have chosen to
live? If so, in what way?
No						
I moved to the community. 				
I live near a trail access point.				

80.8%
6.1%
13.1%

22: Has your use of the trail influenced your purchase of ...?
Bike						
Bike supplies					
Auto accessories (bike/ski carriers, etc.)			
Footwear						
Clothing						
Nothing						

20.8%
18.6%
8.2%
18.0%
13.6%
20.8%

23: Approximately how much did you spend on the
above items in the past year?

26: Did your visit to the trail involve an overnight stay in
one of the following types of accommodations?

The average total expenditure by those who indicated an amount was
$477.44.

Motel/hotel 					
Bed-and-breakfast 				
Friend/relative’s home 			
Campground 					
Other (Please specify.)				
No overnight stay 				

24: In conjunction with your most recent trip to the trail,
did you purchase any of the following?
Beverages						
Candy/snack foods					
Sandwiches					
Ice cream 					
Meals at a restaurant near the trail 			
Bike rental					
Gifts or souvenirs 				
Other						
No purchases					

21.1%
9.2%
7.0%
7.7%
17.6%
0.0%
1.4%
10.6%
25.4%

25: Approximately how much did you spend, per person,
on the items above on your most recent visit?

12.5%
18.8%
12.5%
31.2%
25.0%
63.6%

27: How many nights did you stay in conjunction with
your visit to the Clarion-Little Toby Trail?
Average 1.5

28: Approximately how much did you spend on
overnight accommodations per night?
The average expenditure per night for those who indicated an amount was
$94.64.

The average total expenditure by those who indicated an amount was
$20.41.
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METHODOLOGY AND ANALYSIS
Starting with a survey questionnaire template used on previous trail user surveys, the survey instrument for the Clarion-Little Toby
Trail project was developed with input from the Tricounty Rails to Trails Association. The sample was self selecting, meaning that
trail users could pick up survey forms that were available along the trail, capture the QR code on flyers in the survey boxes or take
an information card containing the QR code and the URL for the survey on Survey Monkey. Paper survey forms were available at
five trailhead locations; they were folded into postage-paid self-mailers addressed to RTC. Survey collection was conducted along
the Clarion-Little Toby Trail from the beginning of April to the end of October 2015.
For the purpose of this analysis, 108 completed paper survey forms and electronic surveys were tabulated and analyzed.
Because several questions called for multiple responses, and some survey respondents did not answer all the questions, the
percentages presented in this analysis are based upon the total number of responses to each individual question.
(Disclaimer: As a self-selecting survey, the findings are not absolute, and no one can predict with any certainty how trail users will
act in the future. That said, our findings track very closely with similar surveys conducted by RTC and other published reports, as
well as anecdotal evidence.)
For the purpose of this analysis, the data from the Clarion-Little Toby Trail User Survey will be compared with data collected
in a 2009 user survey of the Ghost Town Trail in Cambria and Indiana counties in Pennsylvania and a 2010 user survey of the
Paulinskill Valley Trail in Sussex and Warren counties in New Jersey. The data collection methodology and the survey questions
from the Ghost Town and Paulinskill Valley trail user surveys are, in most cases, identical to those in the Clarion-Little Toby Trail
survey. The one exception is that the comparison studies did not use an online-based data collection methodology. Our experience
has shown that there has not been a substantial variance in responses between the paper and online surveys.
The Ghost Town and Paulinskill Valley trails were chosen for comparison because they are similar to the Clarion-Little Toby trail in
terms of their surroundings. The Ghost Town Trail is a multi-use trail that runs east to west between Ebensburg in Cambria County
and Black Lick in Indiana County. The trail is primarily rural, running parallel to Blacklick Creek and through Pennsylvania State
Game Lands Number 276. Remnants of building foundations from several small towns that once were supported by coal-mining
operations can be seen along the trail, leading
to its unique name.
The Paulinskill Valley Trail, located in
northwestern New Jersey, is a multi-use trail
that follows the Paulinskill River for most
of its length. The area surrounding the trail
is primarily rural. The only community
through which the trail passes directly is
Blairstown in Warren County. The woodlands
through which the trail crosses provide ample
opportunity for the enjoyment of nature’s
bounty. More than 100 species of birds
have been identified along the trail during
annual bird censuses. The trail also helps to
highlight some of the history of the region.
Foundations of creameries and ice houses that
were served by the railroad can be seen along
the length of the corridor.
12
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SURVEY RESPONDENTS BY ZIP CODE

Distribution of the survey respondents based on the ZIP code they provided on the survey form
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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
Following is analysis and commentary on three trail user surveys: Clarion-Little Toby Trail, Ghost Town Trail and Paulinskill Valley
Trail. The purpose is to compare users of the Clarion-Little Toby Trail with users of similar rail-trails in the mid-Atlantic region.

AGE
In all three studies, the majority of trail users are older than the age of 45. Paulinskill Valley Trail survey respondents in the 46 to
65 age range represent a slightly higher percentage than respondents of that age in the Clarion-Little Toby Trail study.

What is your age group? 			
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Comparison with other trails

PRIMARY ACTIVITY
The predominant activities on the Clarion-Little Toby Trail are cycling and walking/hiking. That is very similar to the Paulinskill
Valley Trail activity profile, with the exceptions that winter sports activity was not a choice in the Paulinskill Valley study, and the
“Other” category for Paulinskill Valley includes equestrian use, a popular activity on that trail.

What is your primary activity? 			

Comparison with other trails

TIME SPENT ON TRAIL
The Clarion-Little Toby Trail is the shortest trail in this analysis, at 18 miles, and has the highest percentage of users who are on the
trail less than two hours. At 36 miles, the Ghost Town Trail is the longest of the three trails and has the highest percentage of users
out on the trail for more than two hours. The Paulinskill Valley Trail and the Clarion-Little Toby Trail share the same percentage of
users out for more than two hours. Both are more rural than the Ghost Town Trail.

How much time do you generally spend
on the trail each visit?

Comparison with other trails
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PURCHASE OF SOFT GOODS
In conjunction with their trail visit, a high percentage of users of the Clarion-Little Toby Trail purchased soft goods, which for
the purpose of this survey included such items as water, snacks, ice cream and meals at a restaurant. Ridgway and Brockway are
located at opposite ends of the trail and are the only towns the trail passes through; trail users may feel the need to “stock up”
on nutritional items before embarking on a trail adventure. All three of these trails have long stretches where the ability to find
refreshment is nonexistent.

Percentage of people who purchased
soft goods

Comparison with other trails

SOFT GOODS EXPENDITURE
Respondents to the Clarion-Little Toby Trail survey reported the highest average spending on soft goods compared with the
spending level reported on the other two trails. This again could be related to the fact that the only places to spend any money
on soft goods are in Ridgway or Brockway. There is very limited ability to purchase soft goods near the Paulinskill Valley Trail.
Inflation may play a minor role in the survey comparison, because the Ghost Town Trail and Paulinskill Valley Trail studies are
more than five years old.

Average $ spent per person on soft goods
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Comparison with other trails

PURCHASE OF HARD GOODS
The percentage of survey respondents who reported purchasing hard goods, or durable goods such as bikes, bike equipment and
running/walking shoes, in conjunction with their trail-related activity, is very similar for all three trails in this comparison. Ghost
Town Trail users had the highest percentage of hard goods purchases at 88.5 percent, followed by users of the Clarion-Little Toby
Trail at 79 percent.

Percentage of people who purchased
hard goods

Comparison with other trails

HARD GOODS EXPENDITURE
Spending on durable goods by users of the Clarion-Little Toby Trail was more than $100 higher than that reported by users of the
other two trails in this comparative analysis. A number of Clarion-Little Toby Trail users reported the purchase of bicycles costing
more than $1,000. As with the soft goods expenditures, there may also be an inflationary factor.

Average hard goods expenditure 		

Comparison with other trails
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CLARION-LITTLE TOBY TRAIL USER ESTIMATE
Beginning in April 2015, passive infrared counters were placed at five locations along the Clarion-Little Toby Trail between
Ridgway and Brockway. These counters collected data on the number of trail users passing the counter by detecting each user’s
“heat signature.” Counters were removed from the trail in late October.
The counters were placed along the trail at the trailheads and access points listed in the table below. In order to develop an annual
user estimate for the trail, the data collected in May was extrapolated to a 12-month estimate using a User Visit Model developed
by RTC. The model examines data collected using electronic counters from 58 different trail locations on rail-trails across the
United States, representing more than 5 million individual user counts.

Trail Counter Location

Actual Count
(May 2015
Base)

Estimated
12-Month
Count*

856

7,875

6,300

7,119

3,737

1,961

18,040

10,525

11,893

6,244

Island Run

491

4,517

3,839

4,338

2,277

Carmen Siding

392

3,606

3,065

6,463

3,393

1,105

10,166

8,641

9,734

5,110

Ridgway Trailhead
Ridgway Treatment Plant

Brockway
Total Estimated Annual User Visits

*Annual estimate developed from actual counter data extrapolated using the RTC User Visit Model.
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Adjusted
Adjusted for
for Passing Missing Counts
Multiple
Counters

Adjusted
for Out and
Back Trips

20,761*

ECONOMIC IMPACT
It is important to note that due to the small sample size, 108 completed surveys, the results of future surveys may vary widely from
the data presented in this report.
The economic impact of the Clarion-Little Toby Rail Trail is composed of a number of elements. First, the survey determined the
percentage of respondents who purchased hard goods. Many of these respondents also revealed how much they spent on these
types of purchases over the past 12 months.
Second, the survey determined how much trail users spent on soft goods while using the trail. Again, the percentage of respondents
who made these types of purchases is important to know when determining the economic impact of the trail.
Third, more than 35 percent of respondents to the Clarion-Little Toby Trail User Survey indicated that an overnight stay was part
of their trail experience.
An estimate of the annual economic impact of the Clarion-Little Toby Trail is presented in the tables below.

Hard Goods Expenditure					
Bike
Bike supplies
Auto accessories (bike rack, ski carrier)
Footwear
Clothing
Nothing

20.8%
18.6%
8.2%
18.0%
13.7%
20.8%

Approximately how much did you spend on the items above in the past year?
Average hard goods purchase

$477.44

This average is influenced by the purchase of some expensive bicycles costing as much as $1,500 and the purchase of multiple items.

Soft Goods Expenditure
Beverages
Candy/snack foods
Sandwiches

21.1%
9.2%
7.0%

Ice cream
Meals at a restaurant near the trail
Bike rental
Gifts or souvenirs
Other
Nothing

7.7%
17.6%
0.0%
1.4%
10.6%
25.4%

Approximately how much did you spend per person on the items above on your most
recent visit?
Average soft goods purchase

$20.41
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OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS
Type of overnight accommodations
Motel/hotel

12.5%

Bed & breakfast

18.8%

Friend/relative’s home

12.5%

Campground

31.3%

Other

25.0%

Note that 36.5 percent of the respondents indicated an overnight stay in conjunction with their visit to the Clarion-Little Toby
Trail. However, some of those stays were with friends or relatives, and it is assumed there was no cost involved. The “Other”
category also has no associated cost and includes family owned hunting camps in the region. Therefore, to calculate the economic
impact, the “non-paying” overnight visitors are not included in the calculation.

How many nights did you stay in
conjunction with your visit to the trail?

Average: 1.5

Approximately how much did you spend
on overnight accommodations per night?

Average: $94.64

The following chart takes the data provided above and extrapolates the purchases on an annual basis. While hard good purchases
may not be made on an annual basis, they represent a significant expenditure figure. The purchase of soft goods does represent an
annual expenditure because these types of purchases are made on a per-trip basis by trail users. Likewise, the spending on overnight
accommodations can be anticipated to occur year after year.
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Clarion-Little Toby Trail Economic Impact Analysis

Annual Trail
User Visit
Estimate
20,761

Category

% Usage

Average $

Average
Life

Average #
of Trips

Hard Goods*

79.2%

$477.44

6 years

9.8

Soft Goods

74.6%

$20.41

Overnight
Accommodations

15.2%

$94.64

Average #
of nights

Estimated
$ Imact
$133,510
$316,104

1.5

$447,979

Hard Goods = (% Usage X (Avg. $ ÷ Avg. Life)) X (# Users ÷ Avg. Number of Trips)*
In the above, the calculation looks like this:
(0.792 X ($477.44 ÷ 6)) X (20,761 ÷ 9.8) = $133,510
Soft Goods = (% Usage X Users Avg. $ X # Users)
(0.746 X 20.41 X 20,761) = $316,104
Overnight Accommodations = (% Usage X Avg. User $ X Avg. # Nights X # Users)
(0.152 X $94.64 X 1.5 X 20,761) = $447,979
*A major hard-good purchase such as a bike may be made every 10 years. Running shoes may be replaced every couple of months.
For the purpose of this analysis, an average life of six years is assumed. To get to a figure that is usable on an annual user basis, the
“hard goods” need to be broken down into a per-trip figure. What this amounts to is working down the average spending on a
“hard good” purchase to a per-use depreciation amount.
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Trail Maintenance, Security and Cleanliness
One of the most important aspects of the trail user survey is that it allows the trail’s management organization to receive feedback,
both positive and negative, from users. The 2015 Clarion-Little Toby Trail Survey can serve as a benchmark against which future
maintenance, security and cleanliness issues can be compared.
This series of questions also was posed in the Ghost Town Trail study; questions regarding maintenance and security were posed
in the 2010 Paulinskill Valley Trail study. To provide a basis of comparison for management of the Clarion-Little Toby Trail, the
responses from those studies have been included in this section of the analysis.
According to the survey responses, the Clarion-Little Toby Trail is very well maintained, with the vast majority of survey
respondents rating its maintenance as either excellent or good. It had the highest percentage of excellent responses compared with
the two other trail surveys.

Opinion of Trail Maintenance

The feeling of security that trail users have is influenced by the presence of other trail users, familiarity with the trail and its
surroundings, and the general perception of how safe the overall environment is. From the chart below, it appears that respondents
to the Clarion-Little Toby Trail Survey feel safer than respondents to the Ghost Town and Paulinskill Valley trail surveys.

Opinion of Safety and Security of the Trail
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Opinion of Trail Cleanliness

Respondents to the Clarion-Little Toby Trail survey rate the cleanliness of the trail as excellent or good at nearly the same percentages
as respondents to the Ghost Town Trail survey. In both cases, the trails have long stretches that are away from such litter-producing
areas as small towns and highways. Also, a clean trail is often the work of actual trail users, who will pick up trash that a less
responsible user may have left behind. Taking pride in a trail as a community asset leads to a better experience for all trail users.
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Northeast Regional Office
2133 Market St., Suite 222
Camp Hill, PA 17011
tel 717.238.1717 / fax 717.238.7566
National Headquarters
2121 Ward Court, NW, 5th Floor
Washington, DC 20037
tel 202.331.9696 / fax 202.223.9257
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