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Above: Lied Platte River Bridge on opening day in 2002.
Previous page: Steamboat Trace Trail. (Photo courtesy of Nemaha Natural Resources District.)

THE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The Trail
Development Plan

T

his chapter presents the detailed development plan for
the reﬁned Network of Discovery. It provides details
for the development concept outlined in the second
chapter and proposes a strategically focused and sustainable
long-term trail system. The key development features of the
trail network include:

•

Three Trans-State Trails, signature long-distance facilities
of both national and local importance, with the possibility
of a fourth southern tier corridor depending on probable
future railroad abandonments.

•

The Nebraska Byways system, which forms the connecting
fabric by which users gain access to regional trails. The
Byways can also provide routes for long distance trail users.

•

A system of Priority Regional Trail (PRT) corridors, deﬁned
by the trail resources reviewed in Chapter Three. The PRT
corridors are related to the Nebraska Byways system, with
the junctions of the corridors and the Byways serving as
trailheads. The PRT corridors are expandable, with new
corridors designated according to speciﬁc criteria.

•

A plan to encourage implementation of trails along PRT
corridors.

•

Continued emphasis and encouragement of Community
Trail systems. The design and development of community
trail systems is addressed in a separate chapter, A Guide
for the Development of Community Trail Systems.

•

Development policies for specialized trail facilities.

Trans-State Trails
The Trans-State Trails are unique facilities that serve a national
as well as regional and local market. Signature trails around
America include the Katy Trail in Missouri, the Root River Trail in
Minnesota, the C&O Canal Trail in the District of Columbia and
Maryland, and the George Mikkelson Trail in South Dakota. In
Nebraska, we are blessed with the opportunity, and perhaps
responsibility, to develop not one but three signature TransState Trails: the American Discovery Trail, the Cowboy Trail, and
the “Fertile Crescent.” Each of these is diﬀerent, but each has
the potential to be critical at a variety of levels. In addition,
a fourth opportunity, across the southern tier of the state,
appears to be emerging as a result of railroad abandonment
activity in 2003.

The American Discovery Trail
The American Discovery Trail was born in 1989 when the
American Hiking Society and Backpacker magazine conceived
the idea of a coast-to-coast network of trails and connections
between urban and rural areas. The ADT, now chartered as a
National Discovery Trail by the Congress of the United States,
stretches 6,000 miles from Point Reyes, California to Cape
Henlopen, Delaware across ﬁfteen states and the District of
Columbia. In 1993, a modiﬁcation of the original ADT route
created a Northern Midwest route that crosses Nebraska and
Iowa.
In many ways, the ADT is a process as much as a product,
knitted together from a system of individual trails, roads, greenways, and paths. In this respect, it resembles its automotive
ancestor the Lincoln Highway, similarly conceived as a transcontinental route in 1914 and similarly knitted together from
a network of local and state roads. Like the Lincoln Highway,
the ADT is supported by a national association and by state
chairs and committees. Also, like the Lincoln Highway, the
ADT’s segments slowly and steadily improve and change as
mapping proceeds.
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A NETWORK OF DISCOVERY
“There was nothing but land: not a
country at all, but the material out
of which countries are made…. I
had the feeling that the world was
left behind, that we had got over the
edge of it, and were outside man’s
jurisdiction.”
-Willa Cather, My Antonia

I think that no single factor can
explain the power of the prairie and
its lasting grip on the American
imagination. Part of it, no doubt,
stems from the role that the
prairie has played in our history.
The dramas of settler and Native
American were played out on the
prairie. It gave us Buﬀalo Bill, prairie
schooners, and prairie populists.
The great cattle drives of the 19th
century crossed this landscape. And
the prairie eﬀortlessly swallowed up
tens of thousands of homesteaders,
each staking their claim to a
quarter-section.
To many people, the prairie
represents America’s breadbasket,
the richness and fertility of the land.
-John Madson
from Tallgrass Prairie,
Helena and Billings:
Falcon Press, 1993.
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A M E R I C A N D I SCOV E RY T R A I L
SETTINGS

Canal Roads

Road Corridors

MoPac East Picture

Oﬀ-Road Trails

Stromsburg

Rails-with-Trails

Nebraska’s ADT route, originally developed in 1995, includes a
combination of highways, canal roads, county roads, and trails,
and integrates lakes and campgrounds along its way. From
the west, it enters the state near Julesburg, Colorado, following
roads and highways that roughly parallel the South Platte River
and Oregon Trail to Ash Hollow State Historical Park. From Ash
Hollow, a site of great importance on the western emigrant
trails, the route follows the north shore of Lake McConaughy,
generally following Highway 92 and new park roads within
Lake McConaughy State Recreation Area. The route continues
across Kingsley Dam and follows county roads and the Sutherland Canal to the town of Sutherland, then crossing Interstate
80 to Sutherland Reservoir. The ADT route then follows the
Sutherland Outlet Canal to Lake Maloney. At Lake Maloney, the
ADT connects to North Platte’s growing trail system.

MoPac and Highway 50 Trails. The route through the Omaha
metropolitan area uses the Papillion, Bellevue Loop, and
Back-to-the-River Trails to connect to the new Missouri River
Crossing along the Downtown Riverfront, crossing into Iowa
and connecting with Council Bluﬀs’ growing trail system.

Assessment and Recommendations
While users generally give the Nebraska ADT high marks (with
the exception of the US 34/81 segment), the trail route is
relatively poorly developed in the state. We recommend the
following policies to revitalize Nebraska’s ADT eﬀort:

•

From North Platte, the ADT follows county roads and the
Tri-County Supply Canal on the south side of the Platte to
Lexington. East from Lexington, the ADT follows lightly traveled county roads on the south side of the Platte, closely
following the historic Oregon and Oxbow Trails to Doniphan.
This segment of the ADT passes Fort Kearny State Historical
Park, which will be connected to the City of Kearney by the
Cottonmill Trail. Long-term trail plans to extend the Cottonmill
Trail west toward Elm Creek and east toward Wood River can
ultimately substitute for routes along roads. From Doniphan,
the route follows county and state roads, with a potential RWT
option, to Aurora.
The current ADT route, modiﬁed from the original plan, follows
US 34 and US 81 through York to Stromsburg. Trail users report
that this is the least satisfactory segment of the Nebraska route
because of its busy traﬃc, despite the fact that both of these
highways have paved shoulders. In 2003, a rail trail is in the
planning stages on a BNSF line to Central City. From Central
City east, the optimum ADT route would involve an RWT along
the Nebraska Central’s (ex-UP) Stromsburg branch to Stromsburg. This RWT corridor continues east to Brainard, where the
ADT follows the Oak Creek Trail to Valparaiso. From Valparaiso,
RTW development parallel to Highway 79 continues into the
Lincoln regional trail system.
From Lincoln, the ADT follows the MoPac East Trail to Wabash
and continues to Omaha over the Platte River Crossing and the

Activate an ADT Task Force around the state. Resource
Conservation and Development Associations can provide
the organization for this kind of eﬀort. The volunteer State
ADT Coordinator should contact RC&D’s and other potential partners, including county government and tourism
oﬃcials, to organize ADT trailblazing eﬀorts in their jurisdictions. These trailblazing eﬀorts should include:
-

•

Staking the ADT medallion along the trail route.
Developing and installing an informational signage
system directing ADT users to neighboring towns and
services.
Publishing state and regional ﬁeld guides to the route
and supporting services. Guides and maps should
also include GPS coordinates when possible.

Convert road routes to oﬀ-road trails whenever possible.
The ADT is an evolving network. Because its use is heavily
oriented to non-motorized transportation, trail routes are
almost always preferable to on-road segments. Therefore,
the Nebraska ADT route should change from on- to oﬀroad routes when point-to-point trail alternatives become
available. Areas where these conversions are most likely
include:
-

The north side of Lake McConaughy, where a continuous trail would substitute for Highway 92. This
trail could weave through the state recreation area,
sometimes coming close to the shore, other times
moving farther inland. Park roads within the State

TRAIL RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES

North
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Recreation Area were developed during the late
1990s, and provide a good substitute for the parallel
highway.
-

Cowboy Trail at Tilden.

•

The Big Bend region of the Platte River, where an
extended Cottonmill Trail along the Platte between
Elm Creek and Wood River could substitute for county
roads and state highway links on the south bank.

-

The Aurora-Central City segment, where a rail trail
could substitute for the current trail route along
Highway 81 north of York.

-

The Central City to Brainard and Valparaiso to Lincoln
segments, where RWT’s would substitute for current
routings along relatively busy highways.

Encourage trail development eﬀorts in strategic areas.
One of the most signiﬁcant of these focuses involves
rail-with-trail development along the Nebraska Central’s
Stromsburg Branch between Central City and Brainard.

The Cowboy Recreation and Nature Trail
and “Northern Tier”
America’s longest rail-trail, the Cowboy Recreation and Nature
Trail (CT), with its views of the scenic Pine Ridge and the unique
Sandhills in the west and Elkhorn Valley in the east, its thrilling
high bridges and unparalleled vistas of the famed Niobrara
River, and its varied communities and railroad feel, surely has
the potential to be one of America’s ﬁnest and most popular
multiple-use trails. The CT, extending from Norfolk to Chadron,
was originally acquired by the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy and
conveyed to the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. Since
NGPC acquisition, Transportation Enhancements funds have
been allocated on a regular basis for the trail’s development.

•
•

Bassett to Ainsworth (16 miles), including the Long Pine
High Bridge over Long Pine Creek.
Valentine East (18 miles), including the Niobrara River
trestle, one of the most dramatic stream crossings by a
trail in the nation. Thirteen miles of trail toward Wood
Lake was completed in 2003.

Only 48 miles from O’Neill to Bassett and 24 miles from Arabia
Ranch Road to Ainsworth remain to complete the entire trail
from Norfolk to Valentine. Given availability of resources, this
entire portion should be complete by 2010. West of Valentine,
bridges are decked to Merriman, while the rail operations
remain from Merriman to Chadron. The plan calls for an RWT
operating in conjunction with the Nebkota Railroad on this
western segment.
A number of community trail projects and other improvements
have taken advantage of the Cowboy Trail. These include trail
links into Norfolk and Tilden, the restoration of the historic
O’Neill railroad depot, and major renovations in Downtown
Bassett. Other potential trail projects can also extend the
Cowboy Trail into a cross-state Northern Tier system. The U.S.
Forest Service has extended its Pine Ridge Trail network, a
premier hiking and mountain bicycling trail, to Chadron and
Crawford, a trail distance of 50 miles. The White River Trail was
originally a privately-sponsored rail-trail developed along the
Cowboy Line extension between Crawford and Harrison. The
trail subsequently received RTP funding for an extension to
Fort Robinson State Park. Together, these trails create a 400mile network.
Other joint use trail with expressway projects could extend the
Cowboy Trail into metropolitan areas on the eastern side of the
state. These include the US 275 upgrade from Norfolk to Fremont and the Nebraska Highway 35 expressway project from
Norfolk to Sioux City. A US 275 Trail can use FEVR right-of-way
from Scribner to Fremont, and connect to a planned western
Douglas County trail system into the metropolitan area.

At present, 109 miles of the trail are complete. Completed
segments include:

Assessment and Recommendations

•

Despite these exciting possibilities for statewide linkage and
national importance, the CT continues to face challenges.

Norfolk to O’Neill (75 miles).

TRAIL RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Speciﬁcally:

part of the trail, we recommend deferring construction.
This can allow NGPC to focus its resources on the maintenance and enhancement of the Norfolk-Valentine portion
of the trail. In the short term, NGPC may consider leasing
the land to adjacent landowners, with a clear contractual
provision that the land is to return to NGPC control when
necessary for trail development. This policy is carried out
on segments of the Homestead Trail and be may logical in
situations where actual trail development will be deferred
or staged over a long period of time.

- Because of its length and scope, the Cowboy Trail is relatively
expensive to maintain. In 2003, ﬁnancial constraints on state
budgets are squeezing maintenance funds for the trail. Thus,
while capital development dollars are still relatively available
through TE, funds to maintain completed improvements are
scarce.
- Many parts of the CT are very remote and, while the austere
setting makes the trail distinctive, it suﬀers from a relative
lack
of use.
- There is still considerable opposition and bitterness about the
trail from neighboring landowners who opposed its develop
ment. About 50% of rural property owners responding to
the Greer survey reported dissatisfaction with the trail, in line
with the other Nebraska trails surveyed. Interestingly enough,
only 14.7% of rural owners were dissatisﬁed with the Wabash
Trace, indicating that dissatisfaction may decline as the trail
becomes more established and more frequently used. The
low non- motorized use of parts of the trail may be producing
greater, illegal use by OHV’s, increasing the dissatisfaction of
neighboring owners.

•

Explore the possibility of a Cowboy Trail Endowment.
One way of addressing chronic maintenance funding
problems is the creation of a Cowboy Trail Endowment,
using earnings from principal to pay for a portion of maintenance. Using a standard annual maintenance guideline
of $1,000/mile, the maintenance cost of the completed
Norfolk-Valentine segment is about $200,000. A $2 million
endowment earning 5% interest can fund half this annual
cost.

•

Consider joint road corridor projects that link the Cowboy
Trail to metropolitan markets. Trail development in transportation corridors like Norfolk-Sioux City and NorfolkFremont-Omaha can connect the CT to larger markets and
increase its ability to pull people from the eastern part of
the state and from other states. These connecting corridors would be administered by communities or regional
agencies, but not NGPC. The Commission’s focus would
be exclusively on the Cowboy Trail corridor itself. At this
point, an NGPC-published brochure is available, but may
need to include additional promotional information.

•

Expand public and private marketing eﬀorts. Missouri’s
Katy Trail has enjoyed extremely successful marketing,
including extensive state-published brochures and guides
to private publications such as the Katy Trail Guidebook
(Rocheport: Pebble Publishing, 2002). In addition to being informative, these publications tell the story of the
trail and its people, and help build interest for users from
outside the region. The CT, to realize its full potential,
must attract tourists; and an eﬀective and broad-ranging

We recommend the following policies for the continued development and maintenance of the Cowboy Trail.

•

•

Concentrate on completing the gaps in the trail between
Norfolk and Valentine. This will complete a 187-mile
corridor that begins in the fertile northeast of the state
and leads to the Sandhills and the many vacation and
resort resources of the Valentine area. This trail is highly
attractive and marketable to long-distance visitors and
community residents alike, and has frequent towns that
oﬀer an array of services.
West of Valentine, maintain corridor continuity but only
complete construction as maintenance funds permit. If
funds are insuﬃcient to fund maintenance of the western

Cowboy Trail in Madison County
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regional marketing campaign is necessary to accomplish
this goal.

•

Homestead Trail right-of-way at
Princeton.

Expand supporting facilities. While the length of the CT
is available for equestrian use, the trail generally lacks
such support facilities as trailer parking and staging areas,
water, and camping facilities. To expand use of the trail,
the NGPC may, in the future, consider developing a “signature” equestrian trail along a segment of the CT, featuring
excellent support facilities. This would not prevent access
by other users, for whom support facilities would also
enhance the trail experience. Portions of the O’Neill to
Valentine segment may provide good opportunities for
featured equestrian trail use.

The “Fertile Crescent”
The Fertile Crescent of ancient Mesopotamia is thought to be
the cradle of civilization; similarly, the “Fertile Crescent” Trail, a
crescent-shaped chain of major trails that touches four states
but primarily includes Nebraska and Iowa, encompasses over
half the state’s population and some of its earliest areas of
development. The opportunity for the Crescent emerged from
several major trail initiatives, including:

•

Railbanking the Homestead Trail by the Nebraska Trails
Foundation, the City of Beatrice, and the Lower Platte
South NRD.

•

Completing the Lied Platte River Bridge at South Bend,
utilizing the former Rock Island Railroad bridge.

•

Continued work on trails between Omaha and Lincoln.

•

Securing funding for the Missouri River Crossing between
Downtown Omaha and Council Bluﬀs.

•

Completing the Riverfront and Lake Manawa Trails in
Council Bluffs, connecting to the Wabash Trace Trailhead.

•

Funding and the beginning of construction on the Back
to the River, along the Missouri Riverfront north to Fort
Calhoun and Boyer Chute Wildlife Refuge.

These major initiatives together create a crescent- shaped trail
over 200 miles long, beginning in Marysville, Kansas and extends to Blanchard, Iowa on the Iowa-Missouri border. Development of the Homestead Trail, completion of the Omaha-Lincoln
connections, and construction of the Missouri River Crossing,
will create one of the nation’s most outstanding trails.

The Southern Tier
While it has not fully emerged, pending and probable abandonment proceedings by the Burlington Northern and Santa
Fe Railroad present an opportunity for a fourth trans-state trail.
The BNSF’s route along the Republican River Valley diverges
from the Lincoln to Kansas City mainline at Table Rock and joins
the Nebraska-Kansas-Colorado Railnet shortline at Orleans,
which in turn connects farther west to the Lincoln to Denver
BNSF mainline. The Red Cloud to Franklin segment of this line
is being abandoned, and is included as the spine of the Willa
Cather Priority Regional Trail corridor, discussed later in this section. On April 30, 2003, the BNSF notiﬁed the Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission of its intent to abandon the eastern 69
miles of this route, from Table Rock to Endicott. This segment
in itself is a signiﬁcant trail corridor, but opens the possibility
of a southern tier trans-state trail. On-road routes, including
Nebraska Highways 4 and 62, can connect the Table Rock terminus of the line to Indian Cave State Park and a connection
with an extended Steamboat Trace Trail, while trail corridors
extending eastward from McCook can join the rail corridor at
Orleans. Necessary actions should be taken to railbank the
existing corridor petition to Endicott, and to create the constituencies and sponsoring groups for the extended corridor.

Nebraska Byways
The proposed ANOD II state trails system is fully integrated
with the Nebraska Byways system. Within the network, Nebraska Byways:

TRAIL RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES

•

Provide approach route to the Priority Regional Trails. The
PRT corridors intersect with the Byways at trailhead or
gateway communities. As such, the system encourages
people to use the Byway routes to travel to trailheads,
providing additional beneﬁts and economic energy to
communities along those corridors.

•

Connect trail corridors. The 1994 ANOD I Plan identiﬁed
connecting links to mold trail corridors into a continuous
statewide system. In the reﬁned ANOD II system, the
Nebraska Byways act as these primary connecting links.

•

Supplement the Trans-State Trails for bicyclists. Because
of their scenic and historical value, Nebraska Byways
corridors are natural routes for bicyclists. As such, they
supplement the three Trans-State Trails identiﬁed above.

Platte River Byway should also be themed around
the Lincoln Highway, which followed US 30 through
the state. Many towns along the highway already
use signage and banners that reﬂect the route of this
historic trans-continental road.

•

Most of the Byway system is either on the Primary Commercial System and is already shouldered or will receive
shoulders in the future; is not on the PCS, but has shoulders anyway; or falls within the volume thresholds of the
28-foot policy. The 28-foot policy should be applied to all
Byway segments if possible to maintain the continuity of
the system. The following segments would fall under this
suggested policy:

Recommendations:
Policies that help the Nebraska Byways ﬁll their role in the
trail system include:

•

Extend two existing Byway routes. Several extended
routes allow the Byways to connect with virtually all
of the PRT corridors. These new designations do not
involve new Byway corridors, but are extensions of existing routes, complying with current rules for the network.
Since Byways were designated partially on the basis of
local support, it is important that tourism and economic
development groups in these extended corridors organize
around the extended Byway designations. Proposals for
Byway extensions include:
-

Heritage Highway from Edison to Arapahoe, Cambridge, and McCook along US Highways 6 and 34.

-

Platte River Scenic Trails from Elm Creek to Blair along
US Highway 30. A branch of this designation should
incorporate the pre-1930 Lincoln Highway route
from Fremont to Omaha via Valley and Elkhorn. This
incorporates the two mile segment of original Lincoln
Highway in western Douglas County. In addition, the

Apply the NDOR 28-Foot Pavement Standard to the Byway
system. Nebraska’s new standard providing for a 28-foot
paved surface on roads with volumes between 850 and
3,000 vpd. This section provides for a 24-foot moving channel and 2-foot shoulders on either side, set oﬀ by a white
line. This policy is enormously helpful to road bicyclists by
creating a deﬁned path for riders and directing the view
of motorists.

•

-

Highway 12 (Outlaw Trail) from Niobrara to Monowi.

-

Highway 136 (Heritage Highway) from Tecumseh to
Auburn. (This segment already has volumes between
1,000 and 2,000 vpd)

Provide Share-the-Road signage on along Nebraska
Byways. The Manual of Uniform Traﬃc Control Devices
(MUTCD) provides for a Share-the-Road sign, including
a bicycle in a yellow warning diamond with a secondary
“share-the-road” message. This sign notiﬁes motorists
that bicycles may be in the area, raising the awareness of
drivers and cautioning them to be alert. Unlike “bicycle
route” signs, STR signs state a fact rather than recommend
a route. These signs should be posted periodically on the
extended Byway system identiﬁed in this section. They
provide a strong safety measure that can give all users a
somewhat greater sense of security.

Red Coud to Franklin segment of
BNSF.
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Top right: Lincoln’s Bison Trail. (Photo
courtesy of Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission)
Bottom: 27th Street Overpass, connecting Lincoln’s trail system to a new
aquatics park.

Priority Regional Trail (PRT)
Corridors
The analysis of resources and opportunities contained in
Chapter Three deﬁne Priority Regional Trail corridors. These
corridors, based on a relationship between major resources
and development opportunities and related to the Nebraska
Byways system, provide a focus for regional trail planning. Trails
become the spines that link features into a thematic network
for recreation, transportation, interpretation, and discovery.
The PRT corridor concept also builds on the work of the 1994
ANOD Plan, identifying sixteen Resource Corridors.
The following pages describe proposed PRT corridors. While
signiﬁcant, they are not an exclusive or a complete list. The
concept allows room for growth, and deﬁnes criteria for qualiﬁcation of new corridors. The PRT concept should provide a
focus for trail organizational and promotional eﬀorts; and presence of a trail application within a PRT should be considered
consistent with this plan and receive appropriate consideration
for TE funding.
Initial PRT Corridors include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

LEWIS AND CLARK SOUTH from Nebraska City to Indian
Cave State Park.
HOMESTEAD from the Kansas border to Lincoln.
METRO CONNECTION from Lincoln to Omaha.
LOWER ELKHORN, from Scribner to Omaha.
PONCA, from Ponca State Park to South Sioux City.
LEWIS AND CLARK NORTH from Verdigre/Niobrara State
Park to Crofton/Yankton.
LOUP/CEDAR from Columbus to Albion and Spalding
UPPER ELKHORN from Norfolk to O’Neill.
GRAND ISLAND TO HASTINGS.
MORRIS-EDGERTON from Aurora to Stromsburg
BIG BEND from Elm Creek to Wood River.
WILLA CATHER from Red Cloud to Alma.
NORTH LOUP from Dannebrog to Calamus Reservoir.

•
•
•
•
•
•

NIOBRARA from Bassett to Valentine.
SEVEN VALLEYS from Cozad to Thedford.
PRAIRIE LAKES Cambridge to Trenton/Swanson Reservoir.
LAKE MCCONAUGHY LOOP from Ogallala and Kingsley
Dam to Lewellan.
COWBOY WEST/PINE RIDGE from Gordon to Harrison.
MONUMENT VALLEY from Bridgeport to Mitchell.

THE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
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Lewis and
Clark South

Nebraska City to Indian Cave State Park

•

The corridors include a variety of trail opportunities and priorities. A review of these follows.

Interconnections

This trail literally follows in the steps of Lewis and Clark along
the Missouri River. It incorporates and expands the Steamboat
Trace Trail and links Indian Cave State Park into the system. This
corridor links some of Nebraska’s most historic communities,
including Nebraska City and the historic river towns of Peru
and Brownville. It also follows American Cycling Association’s
Lewis and Clark Bicycle Trail.
Communities
•
•
•
•

Nebraska City
Peru
Brownville
Nemaha

•
•

Shubert

Connection at Nebraska City to possible trail along the US
75 Expressway.
Heritage Highway Scenic Byway at Brownville.

Major Trail Elements and Needs
• Nebraska City connector to Steamboat Trace and Lewis
and Clark Trail Center.
• Steamboat Trace Trail from south of Nebraska City to
Brownville (complete).
• Extension from Brownville to Indian Cave via Highway
67 or reclaimed BN right-of-way between Nemaha and
Shubert; and SS-64E to Indian Cave.
Status and Priorities
The Steamboat Trace Trail between Nebraska City and Brownville is owned and managed by the Nemaha Natural Resources
District and supported by a nonproﬁt association. The trail’s
most immediate need is extension into the center of Nebraska
City and to the Lewis and Clark Trail Center, which will open in
2004 for the bicentennial of the Corps of Discovery.
Active Organizations and Progress
Nebraska City government and Lewis and Clark Foundation
are actively engaged in seeking routes for Nebraska City connection.
Potential Associated Projects

•
•

Bicycle shoulders or 28-foot widening along N-67 from
Brownville to SS-64E Junction, and SS-64E to Indian Cave
State Park.
Trail development along portions of abandoned railbed
generally parallel to N-67.

THE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Above: Steamboat Trace Trail Trailhead south of Nebraska City.
Opposite page: Whiskey Run Trail, Brownville.

Lewis and Clark South PRT Corridor

North
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Homestead
Trail

Marysville, Kansas to Lincoln
This is a key component of the “Fertile Crescent” system, following an abandoned Union Paciﬁc Railroad right-of-way.
Between Beatrice and Lincoln, the trail follows Indian Creek and
generally parallels US Highway 77 through Pickrell, Cortland,
and Princeton. South of Beatrice, the route diverges from the
highway, and roughly follows the Big Blue River through the
villages of Holmesville and Barneston. The route follows easy
grades and its relatively near distance to parallel highways and
improved county roads gives it the sense of both security and
seclusion that is characteristic of excellent trails. The Homestead Trail connects to Beatrice’s Big Blue Trail, and to a planned
historical corridor along the current Nebraska Highway 4 to
Homestead National Monument.
Communities
• Marysville, Kansas
• Marietta, Kansas
• Oketo, Kansas
• Barneston
• Holmesville
• Beatrice
• Pickrell
• Cortland
• Princeton
• Lincoln

•

Homestead National Monument Interpretive Corridor.
Future relocation of Nebraska Highway 4 will open the
current highway route for use as an interpretive corridor
and trail, linking Beatrice to Homestead National Monument.

Major Trail Elements and Needs
• Development of exclusive rail-trail for the corridor length.
Surface will be granulated stone, with paved urban sections.
Status and Priorities
• Corridor has been railbanked by a partnership of the
Nebraska Trails Foundation, the Lower Platte South NRD,
and the City of Beatrice. The City owns the corridor within
its extra-territorial planning jurisdiction, extending two
miles beyond its current corporate limits. The NRD owns
the balance of the corridor. Priority will be phased trail
development by project sponsors.
Active Organizations and Progress
• The City of Beatrice and Lower Platte South NRD will
gradually develop the trail. City development of the trail
is limited to its jurisdictional boundaries.

Interconnections
• Heritage Highway (US 136) at Beatrice.

Potential Associated Projects
• Highway 4/Homestead National Monument Interpretive
Corridor, to be developed cooperatively by the National
Park Service, the City of Beatrice, and the Nebraska Department of Roads.

•

Southern Tier/Republican Valley Trail near Blue Springs.
On-road routes east of Table Rock from the Southern
Tier could provide future connections to an extended
Steamboat Trace Trail, providing an extensive southeast
Nebraska trail loop.

•

•

Beatrice city trail system, including Big Blue Trail along the
riverfront between Chautauqua and Riverside Parks.

Connection of the Homestead Trail into Lincoln’s regional
trail network. This former Union Paciﬁc line connects to
the UP’s existing Lincoln-Valparaiso branch, which in turn
leads the existing Oak Creek Trail from Valparaiso to Brainard. The rail and trail corridor north of Lincoln is part of the
ultimate Nebraska American Discovery Trail route. Beyond
Brainard, the UP’s Stromsburg Branch, now operated by
the Nebraska Central Railroad, could accommodate a Rail
with Trail (RWT) project that takes the ADT westward.

THE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Homestead Trail right-of-way north of Princeton.

Homestead Trail PRT Corridor

North
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Metro
Connection

Lincoln to Omaha
This trail corridor completes a dream of connecting Nebraska’s
two largest cities by a trail network, held by trail advocates
since the 1980s. The vision took a major leap forward in 2002
with the completion of the Lied Platte River Bridge, a unique
facility using the former Rock Island Railroad bridge at South
Bend. The bridge has become an attraction in its own right,
as well as an important link for bicyclists already traveling between the two cities. Connecting trails are either complete or
under construction that radiate out from Lincoln and Omaha to
complete an idea once referred to as “the Trail of Two Cities.”
Communities
• Lincoln
• Walton
• Eagle
• Elmwood
• Wabash
• South Bend
• Louisville
• Springﬁeld
• Omaha

Top right: On the Lied Platte River.
(Photo courtesy of NEBRASKALand
Magazine, Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission.)

Interconnections
• Lincoln regional trail system, connecting directly to the
MoPac Trail.
• Park Highway (Nebraska Highway 66), at South Bend, with
paved shoulders to Platte River State Park, Henry Doorly
Zoo Wildlife Safari, Eugene T. Mahoney State Park, and the
Strategic Air and Space Museum.
• Omaha regional trail system, connecting into Highway
50/144th Street Trail.
• A portion of the Wabash to South Bend connection closely
follows a portion of the historic Oxbow Trail.
• The Metro Connection is a component of the “Fertile
Crescent” system.
• Connection with Platte River Canoe Trail at Ashland and
South Bend.
Major Trail Elements and Needs
• MoPac Trail, owned and managed by the City of Lincoln,

•
•

•
•
•
•

from Peter Pan Park/33rd Street to 84th Street. MoPac will
be extended into Downtown Lincoln. (Complete)
MoPac East Trail, owned and managed by Lower Platte
South NRD, from 84th Street to Wabash. (Complete)
Roadside trails along about eight miles of county section
line road between Wabash and Lied Platte River Bridge
trailhead, south of Nebraska Highway 66 along Fountain
Creek.
Lied Platte River Bridge (Complete)
Roadside trail route along Nebraska Highway 31 from the
bridge’s north trailhead to MoPac Trail in Sarpy County east
of Highway 50
MoPac Trail from Louisville to Springﬁeld. (Scheduled
completion in 2003 or 2004)
144th Street Trail from Springﬁeld to Omaha, with segments
along Highway 370 to Chalco Hills Recreation Area and
the Chalco Hills trail system. The Chalco Hills network
and the connection back to 144th Street along Giles Road
is complete.

Status and Priorities
Completion of the Metro Connection is considered a high
priority by sponsoring agencies, including the two cities
and the Lower Platte South and Papio-Missouri River NRD’s.
Major priorities include:
• Closing the gap between the Wabash terminus of the
MoPac East Trail and the south trailhead of the Lied Platte
River Bridge.

THE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Metro Connection PRT Corridor
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Metro
Connection

•
•

•

Completing the Highway 31 Trail connection to the Sarpy
County MoPac Trail.
Completing the 144th Street Trail north from Springﬁeld
and the connection along Highway 370 to the Chalco Hills
trailhead. The 144th Street Trail will be developed as part
of a planned widening of 144th Street from the Douglas
County line to Springﬁeld.
Completing elements of the Omaha system to link the
144th Street Trail to the Missouri River Bridge.

Active Organizations and Progress
The Lower Platte South Natural Resources District (LPSNRD)
and Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District (P-MRNRD)
are actively involved in these projects and committed to their
completion. Great Plains Trails Network (Lincoln) and Eastern
Nebraska Trails Network are active advocates and ﬁnancing
organizations for trail development.
Potential Associated Projects
• Continued bicycle and pedestrian access, now provided
by a shoulder, along Highway 66, connecting the Metro
Connection to Platte River State Park, the Henry Doorly
Zoo Wildlife Safari, Mahoney State Park, and the Strategic
Air and Space Museum. Access should be extended from
Mahoney State Park to Ashland along Highway 66.
• Possible continuation of the MoPac East trail along abandoned railroad right-of-way and State Spur 13K to Weeping Water.
• Possible rail with trail along Union Paciﬁc branch to Louisville through Manley, with connection to the P-MRNRD’s
MoPac Trail.
• Connection of the Metro Connection to the Missouri River
Pedestrian Bridge using the Omaha metropolitan trail
system. The general northwest to southeast orientation
of this system complicates the linkage. Selection by the
City of Omaha of a preferred connecting route can help
focus priorities for trail development in the city.
Alternative routes include:
-

Alternate 1 (South Alignment): North on the 144th
Street Trail to the West Papio Trail; East on the WPT

Omaha’s Keystone Trail.

from 144th and F Street to the Keystone Trail; north
on the Keystone Trail to the Summit Trail (using an
abandoned east-west Chicago & NorthWestern Railroad ROW from the Keystone Trail top South Omaha;
east on the Summit Trail to an extended Field Club
Trail; north on the FCT to Vinton Street; east on Vinton
Street to 20th Street; south through Spring Lake Park
to the Riverfront Trail; north on the Riverfront Trail
through Heartland of America Park to the bridge.
-

Alternate 2 (North Alignment): North on the 144th
Street Trail to Standing Bear Lake; east through Standing Bear Lake to the Military Road Trail; east on Military
Road to the Keystone and Sorensen Parkway Trails;
east on Sorensen Parkway to the Boulevard Trail along
Fontenelle, Belvedere, and Minne Lusa Boulevards to
the Riverfront Trail; south on the Riverfront Trail to the
bridge.

-

Alternate 3 (Middle Alignment): North on 144th Street
to the proposed Meadow Lane Trail; east on the
Meadow Lane Trail to the completed Big Papio Trail;
south on the BPT to the Keystone Trail and then north
to the Summit Trail; from this point, the same routing
is used as in Alternate 1.

THE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Scribner to Omaha
This trail corridor follows the scenic Elkhorn River from Scribner through the historic city of Fremont and into the Omaha
metropolitan area. Part of the trail incorporates a unique
rail-with-trail opportunity along the Fremont & Elkhorn Valley
Railroad, Nebraska’s only heritage passenger railroad, between
Hooper and Fremont. This segment is now under development
in 2003 as the FEVR Trail. The route also uses portions of the
historic Lincoln Highway route, and, associated with planned
expressway development of Highway 275 to Norfolk, can link
the Cowboy Trail to the Omaha metropolitan area.
Communities
• Scribner
• Hooper
• Fremont
• Valley
• Waterloo
• Elkhorn
• Omaha

•

Connection with Platte River Canoe Trail at Fremont and
Waterloo.

•

Connection with Elkhorn River Canoe Trail at Scribner,
Hooper, Nickerson, and Elkhorn.
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Lower
Elkhorn

Major Trail Elements and Needs

•

Trail along right-of-way owned by FEVR but without
tracks or rail operations, or adjacent US 275 right-of-way,
between Scribner and Hooper.

•

FEVR Trail, rail with trail project, in the development process in 2003, between Fremont and Hooper.

•

City trail link or bikeway link between FEVR Trailhead and
old US 275.

Interconnections

•

Connection at Scribner to a possible “Elkhorn Valley Trail,”
developed to Norfolk as part of the upgrading of US 275
to expressway standards. A Norfolk connection might diverge from US 275 at Pilger, following a relatively ﬂat route
using county roads and Highway 24 through Stanton. This
would link the Lower Elkhorn corridor to the Cowboy Trail
at Norfolk.

•

Connection to a future Nebraska Byway designation for
the historic Lincoln Highway through Elkhorn. The Elkhorn/Lincoln Highway Preservation Plan, prepared by RDG
for the Nebraska State Historical Society, recommends an
extension of the Platte River Scenic Trails Byway to incorporate the route and remaining segments of the Lincoln
Highway.

•

Connection to Christensen Park and Fremont Lakes Trails
in Fremont.

Left: Trail meeting in Valley
Above: Future trail corridor along Elkhorn River in Waterloo.
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Lower
Elkhorn

•

Reichmuth Road (former US 275) between Fremont and
Waterloo through Valley. This former highway route is
very lightly traveled following completion of the US 275
Expressway between Waterloo and Fremont. The former
road terminates in a cul-de-sac south of Valley. Several
options exist for a trail connection between Valley and
Waterloo, connecting to the Waterloo Trail.

plan is a Fremont-Valley-Waterloo-Elkhorn bikeway and
trail connection. Funding to complete this core system
was announced in April, 2004.

•

Priorities for development include:
-

Connection of FEVR Trail to old US 275 through Fremont city trail and bikeway system.

Waterloo Trail to West Maple Road, with a trail along West
Maple Road to the Elkhorn Center Street Trail.

-

•

Adaptation and signage of the former US 275 rightof-way for bicycle use.

The completed Center Street Trail to Downtown Elkhorn
and the Old Lincoln Highway.

-

•

Old Lincoln Highway Trail to the proposed 180th Street Trail
and the Omaha metropolitan system. The Elkhorn/Lincoln
Highway Preservation Plan recommends an interpretive
trail along the Old Lincoln Highway corridor, and includes
location recommendations that avoid an impact on the
scale or environment of the historic roadway.

Completion of the West Douglas County core system,
connecting Fremont, Valley, Waterloo, Elkhorn, and
the Omaha Trail System.

-

Extension of Waterloo Trail and West Maple Trails to
Elkhorn’s Center Street Trail.

•

•

Development of river access facilities and other support
services for the Elkhorn River Canoe Trail.

Status and Priorities

•

•

•

In 2003, the FEVR Trail between Fremont and Hooper is
proceeding, pending resolution of agreements between
the city and the railroad. Funding for the project is committed. Trail development should include coordination
and joint marketing with the FEVR’s passenger operation.
Completion of the US 275 expressway in 2002 has removed
most traﬃc from the former route through Valley. This
highway provides wide shoulders, a good surface, and
relatively light traﬃc.
In 2003, a Western Douglas County Trails Plan was be
completed, sponsored by a consortium of communities,
the Papio-Missouri River NRD, the Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission, and Douglas County. The core of this

Active Organizations and Progress

•

City of Fremont and Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce
are sponsors of FEVR Trail and the overall Fremont trail
system, master planned in 2001.

•

The Cities of Elkhorn and Valley, the Village of Waterloo,
P-MRNRD, NGPC, and Douglas County are joint sponsors
of the comprehensive Western Douglas County trail network.

Potential Associated Projects

•

Trail development as part of the US 275 expressway project
north of Hooper.

•

Extension of Omaha trail system to meet the Lower Elkhorn
PRT.

•

Connection of Cowboy Trail through Norfolk to connect
with a possible multi-modal US 275 expressway.

THE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Lower Elkhorn PRT Corridor
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Ponca

Ponca State Park to South Sioux City
This corridor connects one of the state’s most beautiful state
parks, one that has beneﬁted from substantial recent investment, with the Siouxland metropolitan area and its extensive
trail system. It has strong associations with the Lewis and
Clark expedition and connects to the Outlaw Trail byway along
Nebraska Highway 12.
Communities
•
•
•

Right and opposite page: Traill at
entrance to Ponca State Park. (Photos
courtesy of Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission.)

Ponca and Ponca State Park
Jackson
South Sioux City

Interconnections
• Outlaw Trail at Nebraska Highway 12/US 20 junction.
• Lewis and Clark Byway (US Highway 75) at South Sioux
City.
• Siouxland regional and riverfront trail system via Dakota
Avenue bridge.
• Connection with possible trail development along Highway 35 expressway between Norfolk and South Sioux
City.
Major Trail Elements and Needs
• Trail link between Ponca and Ponca State Park by the
Nebraska Department of Roads, completed in 2004.
• Mountain biking trails within Ponca State Park.
• Nebraska Highway 12 between Ponca and Highway 20
junction at Willis. This segment has paved shoulders.
• Connection between Willis junction and South Sioux City.
Several options exist, including:
- US Highway 20. This route features paved shoulders
but has heavy traﬃc. It also encounters an expressway
environment as it approaches South Sioux City.
- US 20 combined with county roads turning north of
the highway at Martin Field west of South Sioux City.
This route would require trail construction along the
county road segment, but avoids the limited access
portion of Highway 20 and provides a better entrance
into the city.

-

Rail-with-Trail along the Nebraska Northeast (BNSF)
O’Neill-South Sioux route between Willis and US
75/77. In the event of an abandonment, this segment
should be railbanked. It provides the best potential
trail alignment.

Status and Priorities
•
•

Ponca-Ponca State Park connection opens in 2004.
Priorities include:
- Deﬁning a preferred route between Willis and South
Sioux City.
- Exploring RWT possibilities with the Nebraska Northeast Railroad between Willis and South Sioux City.

Active Organizations and Progress
• City of Ponca and Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
have sponsored connection between park and town.
• Cities of Sioux City and South Sioux City and Siouxland
Interstate Metropolitan Planning Commission (SIMPCO)
have actively sponsored and supported regional and
metropolitan trail development.
Potential Associated Projects
• Potential trail development along the Highway 35 corridor
between Norfolk and South Sioux City via Wayne and
Wakeﬁeld. The possibility of multi-modal development
of this corridor is being explored by the Nebraska Department of Roads and on-route communities in 2003.
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Lewis and
Clark North

Below: Verdigre Creek, part of the designated Missouri National Recreation
River.

Verdigre/Niobrara State Park to Crofton/
Yankton

•
•
•

This regional system includes a network of potential routes
in an area rich in history, scenery, and recreation. This region
is closely identiﬁed with the Lewis and Clark expedition and
includes several of the explorers’ campsites. It also includes the
area in which Meriwether Lewis reported sighting his famous
“volcano” and where Private Shannon got separated from the
expedition – a fact that area communities have capitalized on
with an award-winning tourist promotion. The region’s recreational resources include Lewis and Clark Lake and Recreation
Areas and Niobrara State Park. It also incorporates the Santee
Sioux Reservation.

Interconnections
• Connection with Outlaw Trail byway at Niobrara and Crofton.

Communities

Major Trail Elements and Needs

•
•

•

Niobrara State Park Trail, extended to Niobrara.

•

Verdigre Creek Trail, parallel to Nebraska Highway 14 from
Niobrara to Verdigre. Parallel 28-foot section is complete
along Highway 14.

•

Nebraska Highway 12 (Outlaw Trail) from Niobrara to State
Spur 54D. Upgrade to 28-foot section is programmed but
not complete.

•

Spur 54D to Santee, with continuation east as East Street
and road along south shore of Lewis and Clark Lake to
Nebraska Highway 121.

•

Nebraska Highway 121 from Crofton to US Highway 81.
28-foot section is complete on Highway 121 from Crofton
to Recreation Area Road and programmed from this intersection to US 81.

•

Gavins Point Dam Road from Nebraska Highway 121 to
Lewis and Clark Lake trail system, extending along the
north shore of the lake with a trail connection to Yankton.
This system is complete on the South Dakota shore of the
lake, and connects to Yankton’s trail and bicycle transit
system.

Niobrara
Verdigre

Santee
Crofton
Yankton

•

Connection to Meridian Bridge at Yankton.

•

Connection to Lewis and Clark Lake Trail (South Dakota)
and Auld-Brokaw and Riverfront Trails in Yankton.

•

Parallels Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail.

THE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
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Lewis and
Clark North
Far Right: The historic Meridian
Bridge between Yankton, South
Dakota and South Yankton, Nebraska.
A new Highway 81 bridge will replace
this unique structure, but an intergovernmental agreement will provide for
its maintenance for non-motorized
use.

•

Right: The center of Crofton.

•

US 81 corridor from Highway 121 junction to Meridian
Bridge. With completion of new US 81 bridge into Yankton, the historic Meridian Bridge will be retained for nonmotorized access. A trail would be developed, possibly
using old US 81 right-of-way, to the south Meridian Bridge
approach.

•

Funding of a riverfront nature trail by an RTP grant to the
Santee Sioux Reservation .

•

Priorities include:
- Extension of Niobrara State Park Trail into Niobrara.
- Verdigre Creek Trail between Verdigre and Niobrara.
- Completion of 28-foot section on Highway 121 from
Gavins Point Dam to US 81.
- Evaluation of State Spur 54D for 28-foot section. Volumes may be suﬃciently low to make share-the-road
signage adequate.
- Trail development along US 81 between Highway 121
junction and Meridian Bridge.
- Upgrade of Highway 12 to 28-foot section.

Meridian Bridge connection to the Yankton riverfront,
Lewis and Clark Lake Trail, and Auld-Brokaw Trail.

Status and Priorities

•

Niobrara State Park Trail was completed in early 1990s with
RTP funding. Extension into Niobrara has been considered
but is not complete.

•

28-foot section program is complete along Highway 14
from Verdigre to Niobrara, and Highway 121 from Crofton
to Gavins Point.

•

Agreement involving State of South Dakota and City of
Yankton permits retention of the historic Meridian Bridge
as a non-motorized facility. The bridge faced an uncertain
future after the planned completion of a new US 81 crossing. The agreement covers routine maintenance and repair, but does not consider major capital rehabilitation.

Active Organizations and Progress
Northeast Nebraska RC&D, organized in 1993, has been deeply
involved in regional economic and tourism development. Major projects to date have included the Corps of Discovery Welcome Center, opened in 2001, the Shannon Trail promotional
program, and the Outlaw Trail Association. The City of Ponca
has been very involved in the trail link to the State Park.
Potential Associated Projects

•

Trail or bicycle route extension across the Highway 14
Bridge to Springﬁeld, South Dakota.

THE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Columbus to Albion and Spalding

•

This corridor combines the beauty of two peaceful central
Nebraska river valleys and the historical signiﬁcance of the
Mormon Pioneer National Historic Trail. It follows the Loup
River Valley between Columbus and Fullerton through Genoa,
and continues along two tributaries: the Cedar River to Spalding and Beaver Creek to Albion. As it follows the Mormon
Pioneer Trail, it also invites exploration of Columbus’ industrial
heritage, the Native American experience at Genoa, and the
Cedar River, one of the state’s most beautiful and perhaps leastknown rivers. The corridor utilizes the Loup River Power Canal
and suggests rail-with-trail development along two Nebraska
Central Railroad (Union Paciﬁc) branches through the Cedar
and Beaver Creek valleys. Both rail corridors are served by
parallel state highways.

Major Trail Elements and Needs

Communities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Columbus
Monroe
Genoa
Fullerton
St. Edward
Albion
Belgrade
Cedar Rapids
Primrose
Spalding

Interconnections

•

Connection with future Lincoln Highway byway corridor
at Columbus, an extension of the Platte River Trail byway
that incorporates the Lincoln Highway corridor.

•

Parallels the Mormon Pioneer National Historic Trail between Columbus and Fullerton.

•

Incorporates Cedar River Canoe Trail from Fullerton to
Spalding.

Connection with Columbus city trail system.

•

Loup River Power Canal service road between Columbus
and Genoa. This road is complete and open for recreational use, as well as for canal maintenance.

•

Loup River Power Canal service road from Genoa to Headworks Park. Headworks Park provides one of the state’s
leading facilities for OHV recreation.

•

Possible rail-with-trail (RWT) development along Nebraska
Central (Union Paciﬁc) branch between Headworks Park
and Fullerton. Nebraska Highway 22, paralleling the railroad between Genoa and Fullerton, is programmed for
eventual upgrade to a 28-foot section.
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Loup and Cedar
River Trails

Below: Pawnee Park in Columbus.
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Loup and Cedar
River Trails
Left: Loup Power Canal, with maintenance road serving as a trail connecting Columbus and Genoa.
Right: Cedar River bridge east of
Cedar Rapids.

•

•

RWT development along Nebraska Central Beaver Creek
branch between Genoa and Albion. Nebraska Highway
39 roughly parallels the railroad, and has paved shoulders between St. Edward and Albion. A 28-foot section
is programmed for the highway between Genoa and St.
Edward.
RWT development along the Cedar River between Fullerton and Spalding. Alternate on-road route is Nebraska
Highway 14 north of Fullerton to Highway 52; Highway 52
to Highway 91 east of Spalding; and Highway 91 west to
Spalding. 28-foot upgrade is programmed for the Highway 14 and 91 segments, but Highway 52 segment falls
below 28-foot threshold.

Active Organizations and Progress
Columbus Area Trails (CART) has been an active advocate of
the city trail system. The Loup Public Power District has supported multiple use of its power canal and trails within the
city of Columbus, and has been an active partner with the
Nebraska Oﬀ-Highway Vehicle Association (NOHVA) in the
use of Headworks Park as an OHV facility. The PrairieLand
RC&D is a relatively new association, created in 1999. Projects
completed during its relatively brief life include a regional
tourism brochure.
Potential Associated Projects

•

Continued development and marketing of the Cedar River
canoe trail.

•

Expressway trail development along US 81 to Norfolk,
connecting to the Cowboy Trail; an alternative is RWT
development along the Nebraska Central (Union Paciﬁc)
through Platte Center, Humphrey, and Madison.

•

Extension of Nebraska Byway designation along the Lincoln Highway corridor.

Status and Priorities

•

Loup River Power Canal maintenance road is available for
recreational use between Columbus and Genoa.

•

Priorities include:
- Exploring RWT development with the Nebraska
Central on the Albion and Spalding branches, and
pursuing trail development.
- Implementing 28-foot upgrades on parallel highways.
- Continuing development and marketing of the Cedar
River canoe trail.
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Loup and Cedar River PRT Corridor
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Upper Elkhorn

Norfolk to O’Neill

Interconnections

This completed trail corridor incorporates the eastern end
of the Cowboy Trail, connecting Norfolk and O’Neill through
Neligh and other communities that grew up along the Chicago
& NorthWestern. The corridor marks a transition between
eastern and western Nebraska ecologies. It links the urban
attractions of Norfolk, including its riverside Ta-Ha-Zouka Park,
with unique historical features like Neligh Mills, historic and
unique town centers, and the Irish heritage of O’Neill and the
surrounding region.

•

Communities

Below: Restored O’Neill depot along
the Cowboy Trail.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Norfolk
Battle Creek
Meadow Grove
Tilden
Oakdale
Neligh
Clearwater
Ewing
Inman
O’Neill

•
•

Eastern end of Cowboy Trail, continues west to Valentine.
Connection with Elkhorn Canoe Trail at Norfolk and Norfolk
city trails.
Possible future connection with an Elkhorn Valley Trail
along the US 275 expressway.

Major Trail Elements and Needs

•

Cowboy Trail completed between Norfolk and O’Neill.
Most of the trail is surfaced with granulated stone.

Status and Priorities

•
•

Basic trail is complete through this area.
Primary needs are local trail enhancements to market and
capitalize on community connections and business opportunities. Several communities have begun this process.
An example is a spur trail from the Cowboy to the center
of Tilden.

Active Organizations and Progress

•
•
•

Trail is owned and managed by the Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission. Northeast and North Central RC&D’s
are involved in local promotion.
The Lower Elkhorn NRD is very involved in trail development, and owns the completed connection between the
Cowboy Trail and Norfolk’s Ta-Ha-Zouka Park.
Elkhorn Valley Trail Network, based in Norfolk, has supported area trail development.

Potential Associated Projects

•
•

Completion of Cowboy Trail west of O’Neill to Valentine.
Possible US 275/Elkhorn Valley Trail to Scribner and Fremont.

