
Economic Potential of the Great American Rail-Trail, 2022 14

iowa
The first state in the nation to put the Railbanking Act 
of 1983 to use, Iowa has a long history of leadership in 
trail development. Its rich network of trails includes well-
established pathways such as the picturesque Cedar Valley 
Nature Trail—one of the state’s first rail-trail conversions and 
the state’s Great American Rail-Trail® gateway trail—and 
the nationally renowned High Trestle Trail with its famous 
mine-shaft-themed art installation. These trails will join with 
dozens of other trails to create a 465-miles-plus route from 
Davenport to Council Bluffs.IA
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467 total miles / 53% complete

$$1.2m
in new 

tax revenue

$8.9m 
GDP contribution

1,700,000 
trips$14.3m 

in visitor 
spending

$5.8m 
in labor income

In Iowa, the trail is expected to 
generate annually:

——– existing trails
--- trail gaps
  • state capital

170
new jobs
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