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ÁExclusive newsletter

ÁGrant Announcements

ÁTrail-Building Toolbox

ÁWebinar library

ÁPeer-to-peer learning on TEN 
Facebook group

Join at rtc.li/TEN

Join the Trail Expert Network (TEN) today

http://rtc.li/TEN


TechnicalSupport

If you encounter technical difficulties, h ere's how to troubleshoot:

1. Log out and back into the webinar

2. Listen by phone: 1-301-715-8592 & Webinar ID: 886 0039 9451 

3. Browse Zoom Customer Support topics & contact 
Customer Support: https://support.zoom.us

Live captions have been enabled for this webinar and you can toggle 
them on and off using the closed captions         button at the bottom of 
your screen. 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206175806


GreatAmericanRailTrail



Liz Thorstensen

VicePresidentof TrailDevelopment,

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy

liz@railstotrails.org

mailto:liz@railstotrails.org


Trails and trail 
networks are 
foundational to 
economic 
opportunity & 
overall economic 
competitiveness  
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ÁThree out of every four mayors expect residents to spend more time 
visiting parks and greenspace than they did before the pandemic;

ÁRoughly two-thirds expect residents will spend more time biking or 
walking. 

ÁIf these expectations hold, equitable investment in parks and open 
spaces will become even more critical as a foundation for an inclusive 
city. 

Menino Survey of Mayors



More Than a Trail!

ÁOne of thegoals of the Great American Rail-Trail is to support community economic 
development

ÁRTC estimates that the Great American Rail-Trail will cost approximately $1 billion to 
complete (recouped within five years by direct visitor spending along the route, per 
the findings of the study)

ÁSince the trail was announced in 2019, more than $54 million has been invested 
in projects that fill critical gaps along the route.



Trail Connectivity 
Matters!
ÁLǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΥ ǿƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

are made, usage increases 
by 40-80%  -Rails-to-Trails Conservancy

ÁA 2020 study by the National Association of 
Realtors found that people who had more 
walkable amenities near their homes were 
most satisfied with the quality of life in their 
neighborhood
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Megan Lawson, PhD

Economist,

HeadwatersEconomics

megan@headwaterseconomics.org

mailto:megan@headwaterseconomics.org




Independent Nonpartisan Research 







How we measure economic impact

Trail Users:
Å Trail Counter Data

Å Statistical Modeling
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How we measure economic impact

Trail Users:
Å Trail Counter Data

Å Statistical Modeling

Visitor Spending:
Å Previous studies

Economic Impact:
Å IMPLAN statistical 

model







The Great American Rail-Trail

could generate annually:





GRT will support diverse industries









Rural recreation counties gain population

Non-recreation counties lose population

Net migration, 2010-2019







Strategies for impactful advocacy

AUDIENCE ISSUES OF INTEREST MESSAGES TO 

EMPHASIZE



AUDIENCE

ÅPublic officials and agencies

ÅBusinesses

ÅPrivate Citizens

Strategies for impactful advocacy



ISSUES OF INTEREST

For public officials and agencies:

ÅCommunity health, safety, and 
welfare

ÅFiscal responsibility and 
budgeting

ÅEconomic diversification

Strategies for impactful advocacy



MESSAGES TO 

EMPHASIZE

ÅIncrease state/local revenues 
by attracting visitors

ÅSource of community 
cohesion and pride

ÅComplements existing 
community plans and 
strategies

Strategies for impactful advocacy







headwaterseconomics.org/contactSubscribe to updates! 
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Brandon Garrett

Chief of Staff, 

City of Council Bluffs, Iowa 

bgarrett@councilbluffs-ia.gov

mailto:bgarrett@councilbluffs-ia.gov
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ÅHeart of the Community



Free City 
wifi in the 
corridor





ΧΦȭ-ΧΨȭ ΨȭΨȭ

Concrete ConcreteAsphalt



Trail Concept







Before FIRST AVE



After FIRST AVE


