SAN DIEGO REGIONAL BIKE PLAN
SAN DIEGO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
A Bicycle Network: Solving Complex, Interconnected Problems With a Simple, Interconnected Solution

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

As the San Diego region continues to grow, a robust, interconnected bicycle network will
help solve a variety of complex, interconnected issues related to traffic congestion, air quality,
carbon emissions and public health. The San Diego Regional Bicycle Plan proposes to develop,
by 2050, a diverse system of connected bicycle corridors, related facilities and programs to
make biking practical for more users. The Regional Early Action Program is accelerating this
work by funding more than two dozen distinct projects in the next three years, worth over

$270 million.

For San Diego County, the economic and transportation benefits of the bicycle network are
intertwined. An increase in bicycling would reduce traffic on the region’s typical transportation
system and, thus, reduce the need for road expansion and improvement projects. Through
the project, bicycle mode share for the region will rise from 2.7 percent to 7 percent and
replace 189,035 car trips per weekday, improving traffic flow. As a result, money that would
have been spent on an expensive road-widening project could be used elsewhere for the
region’s well-being. Air quality would also improve significantly, with the county estimating
that reductions in carbon monoxide and asthma-inducing nitrogen dioxide would equate to
10 million pounds per year and 791,000 pounds per year, respectively.

San Diego’s bike plan takes a self-help approach to funding the network through TransNet,
a local half-cent sales tax that helps fund regional transportation projects. While the sales tax
alleviates some of the need for funding, the addition of federal and state funds—on which
the county also relies—would help accelerate the completion of the bicycle network before
the proposed year of 2050.

The bike network is a critical step toward achieving the goals of San Diego Forward: The
Regional Plan, which include not only facilitating transportation, but also supporting a
sustainable and healthy region, a vibrant economy and an outstanding quality of life. The bike
network will provide practical mobility options that provide economic benefits and increase
public health to meet the goal of a thriving region.
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CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW

LEAD AUTHORITY: San Diego Association of Governments

(SANDAG)
TOTAL PROJECT COST: $270,673,400
FUNDING PLEDGED TO DATE: $204,955,000

FEDERAL: $32,000,000

STATE: $39,526,000

LOCAL: $133,429,000
SHOVEL-READY: Immediately
TYPE: Urban, suburban

TRANSFORMATIVE IMPACT

JOB CREATION
An estimated 4,601 jobs directly’

HEALTH IMPACT

Opportunities for increased physical activity; healthier air through a 10-million-pound
reduction in carbon monoxide and 791,000-pound reduction in asthma-inducing nitrogen
dioxide by 20302

ECONOMIC IMPACT
Enhanced traffic flow by switching an estimated 189,035 trips per weekday from motor
vehicles to bicycles by 2030, reducing the need for costly road expansion projects?

TRANSPORTATION IMPACT
Increase bicycling mode share from 2.7 percent to 7 percent by 2030*

OTHER
Bicycling in the city currently reduces carbon dioxide emissions by 76 million pounds per year;
by 2030, the network is estimated to reduce emissions by up to 307 million pounds per year.>
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Transportation Officials (AASHTO) on American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) job creation; jobs in terms of full-time equivalents
2Riding to 2050: San Diego Regional Bike Plan, San Diego County, 2010, available at:http://www.sandag.org/uploads/projectid_353-10862.pdf
3lbid.

“Ibid.

*Ibid.

railstotrails.org/trailstransform | [ (O) lf] @RailstoTrails | #TrailsTransformUs



