


Å Drop your questions in the Q&A box. 

Å Send your technical assistance questions to: https://rtc.li/technical -assistance   

Å In the event you run into technical difficulties during the webinar, here's how to troubleshoot:

Å Log out and back into the webinar

Å Webinar ID: 872 9983 3135 

Å Browse Zoom Customer Support topics & contact Customer Support: https://support.zoom.us

Å Live transcription is enabled for this webinar

https://rtc.li/technical-assistance
https://support.zoom.us
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Trails and Climate Change
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SETTING THE STAGE

ÅClimate change is a contributor to MORE INTENSE EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS that can cause expansive and dangerous 

damage to trails.

ÅTrails have a role to play in MAKING SPACES MORE RESILIENT, including as acting green corridors that can help mitigate 

against urban heat, help with stormwater management and provide valuable access to the outdoors.

ÅThe environmental and CLIMATE-RELATED VULNERABILITIES WILL ALSO AFFECT THE SITING, PLANNING, DESIGN, 

CONSTRUCTION AND MANAGEMENT OF TRAILS, including the costs of all these steps.

ÅThere are PUBLIC FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES related to climate change mitigation and increasing resilience.

ÅTrails contribute to LOCAL ECONOMIES AND COMMUNITY HEALTH, EQUITY & VITALITY.
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Resources

Trail-Building Toolbox: 
TRAILS AND CLIMATE 
RESILIENCE

TRAILS AS RESILIENT 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
(FHWA, 2023)

TRAILS AND RESILIENCE:

REVIEW OF THE ROLE OF TRAILS 
IN CLIMATE RESILIENCE
AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
(FHWA, 2023)



ƣ
What we used to think of as once -in-a-lifetime 
storms and floods are coming more often now, 
and trails are in the crosshairs

-Tom Sexton, Northeast Regional Director, 
Rails to Trails Conservancy

Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath
Photo courtesy of Jason Cohen 



TRAILS IN THE AGE OF CLIMATE CHANGE
Disaster Management in Philadelphia

Presentation by: Joshua M. Bell, Operations ɬ Philadelphia Parks & Recreation



¾ 1: Schuylkill River Trail (SRT)

¾ 2: Manayunk Canal Trail

¾ 3: Wissahickon Forbidden Trail
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Context



Photo Credit: Thom Carroll/Philly Voice Photo Credit: Valley Forge Tourism & Convention Board

Photo Credit: Skateboard Blog

Photo Credit: Drexel University Admissions
Photo Credit: Visit Philadelphia Schuylkill Regatta

Schuylkill River 
Trail Main Section

https://blog.skateboard.com.au/skateparks/united-states-of-america/paines-park/


Past Major Storm Impacts

¾ Severe Thunder Storm (06/2015)

¾ Snow Storm Jonas (01/2016) = $6,906,791.25

¾ Derecho Event (06/2020) = $969,007.00

¾ Storm Isaias (08/2020) = $2,888,532.00
Photo Credit: Ms. 
Lori Hayes, Director 
of Urban Forestry 

Photo Left 
Credit: The 
Weather 
Channel

Photo Right 
Credit: NBC 

News



Hurricane Ida (9/1/2021) ð Impacts

¾ 5-ƕƔɂɯÖÍɯ1ÈÐÕ

¾ 7 Tornados

¾ Schuylkill Crest at 16.35 feet

Photo Credit: Matt Rourke, AP News

Photo Credit: AccuWeather

Manayunk Canal Trail



Hurricane Ida (9/1/2021) ð Impacts

¾ 32 PPR Locations Affected

¾ Initial Estimate = $20,202,563.13

¾ Adjusted Cost = $5,202,563.13

¾ Total Reimbursable = $1,052,540.00



Hurricane 

Ida 

Damages

Markward Playground

Waterworks InteriorWaterworks Exterior



Manayunk Canal Trail

Wissahickon Trail
Hurricane 

Ida 

Damages

Wissahickon 
Creek Trail


