






Austin City Council Member Paige Ellis 
District 8





















TrailNation Summit  October 28, 2025

Winning for Maine Trails 
Pete Didisheim, Senior Director of Advocacy
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5,800 Miles ATV Trails 13,500 Miles Snowmobile Trails



1,152 trails covering 6,237 miles 



Snowmobiling 
alone provides 
$600 million 
annually to 
Maine’s economy



Maine Invests Almost Nothing
In our Trails





Maine Trails Bond
(LD 1156)

• $30 Million Bond

• $7.5 million per year, over 
four years

• Managed by Bureau of 
Parks and Lands

• Grants for non-motorized, 
motorized and diverse 
use trails

• 10% match







Adaptive Outdoor Education Center
Appalachian Mountain Club
Aroostook Partnership
Associated General Contractors 
ATV Maine
Bath-Brunswick Chamber of Commerce
Bethel Area Chamber of Commerce
Bicycle Coalition of Maine
Can-Am Crown Inc.
City of Calais
City of Caribou
City of Gardiner
City of Westbrook
Downeast Sunrise Trail Coalition
Environmental Priorities Coalition
Greater Franklin Economic and Community 
Development 
High Peaks Alliance
Island Institute 
Katahdin Chamber of Commerce
Kennebec Valley Council of Governments
Kennebunk-Kennebunkport Chamber 
Kittery Trading Post
L.L. Bean
Main Street Skowhegan
Maine Association of Planners
Maine ATV Coalition
Maine Council on Aging
Maine Outdoor Brands
Maine State Chamber of Commerce

Maine Recreation and Park Association
Maine Public Health Association
Maine Snowmobile Association
Maine Tourism Association
Maine Trails Coalition
Maine Youth Camping Association
Moosehead Economic Development Corp
Natural Resources Council of Maine
New England Mountain Bike Association
Northern Maine Development Commission
Orono Economic Development Corporation
Oxford Hills Chamber of Commerce
Portland Regional Chamber of Commerce
River Valley Chamber of Commerce
Saddleback Ski Area
St. Croix Valley Chamber of Commerce
Sugarloaf 
Sunrise County Economic Council
Teens to Trails
The Nature Conservancy in Maine 
Town of Belgrade
Town of Bethel
Town of Brunswick
Town of Frenchville
Town of Greenville
Town of Millinocket
Town of Rumford
Town of Carrabassett Valley
Wells Chamber of Commerce
York Region Chamber of Commerce

More than 520 Organizations, Businesses, and Towns Statewide





Storm Damage to Maine Trails



Appropriations:  13-0                       Senate:   29-3                                   House:  133-6      









$100,000 Campaign Budget

• Digital Toolkit for supporters
• Bumper Stickers
• Website
• Yard Signs 
• Placards for Businesses
• 50+ outreach events



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ykgk6w20aqvecxjod52if/20241008_NRCM_Trails_D30_v3.1.mp4?rlkey=6gdo1zkj32av38amlr8qda0vy&e=1&dl=0


• Digital Ads reached more than 
260,000 households

• Target Voters
• Infrequent voters statewide
• Republican Women in CD-2
• Outdoor Lifestyle voters



Maine Voters Approve Trails Bond



•Trails Bond was the 
only bond that passed 
in 112 towns

The digital ad campaign included target 
voters in every one of these towns



Maine Trails 
Program Launched 

First Grant Awards 
Fall 2025













Central 
Ohio is 

growing.

We’ve been 
planning for 

growth.

Let’s grow 
better as we 
get bigger. 

TrailNation
Wednesday, October 29, 2025



Existing COG Multi-Use Path 

Future COG Trails

CENTRAL OHIO 

GREENWAYS



GREENWAY PLANNING STUDIO

Inspiring our communities to boldly and 

collaboratively envision a vibrant Central 

Ohio, seamlessly connected by 

accessible, safe, and welcoming 

greenspaces, and identifying actionable 

pathways to bring the visions alive for all 

Central Ohioans.

Greenways 
Planning Studio

(GPS) 

Regional Collaboration

Technical Assistance

GIS Database Host

Greenway Studio Fellowships



Centerburg 

Sunbury

Westerville 

Easton

Bexley 

Columbus Neighborhoods

London

Mount Vernon

MORPC TRAIL TOWN FRAMEWORK

REGIONAL TRAILS



LinkUS Transit 
Supportive  Infrastructure 
Program

More COTA
More Sidewalks
More Opportunity



From Planning to Implementation

4

Insight2050 

(2014)

NextGen

(2017)

Insight2050 
Corridor 
Concepts

(2019)

LinkUS

(2020)

4

Metropolitan
Transportation

Plan

(2020)





2050 
REGIONAL 
TRANSIT 
VISION

In Progress

Planned for Near-term Study

Future Study



SIDEWALKS, BIKEWAYS, TRAILS 
INVESTING IN COMMUNITY 

96% of COTA customers 
walk or bike to the bus 

27.5% of COTA’s 0.5% 
sales tax increase 
dedicated to transit-
supportive infrastructure

~ $60 million annually

500+ miles of sidewalks, 
bikeways & trails by 2050



52

BY THE NUMBERS
2026-2030 TSI CIP

83 PROJECTS
$262M (2024 $)

JURISDICTIONS

MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL PROJECTS

PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION
BY 2030

MILES OF IMPROVEMENTS

ADDITIONAL PEOPLE WITHIN A 
10-15 MIN WALK OR BIKE RIDE

35

140,000

65

55

150+

ADDITIONAL JOBS WITHIN A 10-15 MIN 
WALK OR BIKE RIDE44,000






	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Maine Trails Bond (LD 1156)
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37: Maine Trails Program Launched   First Grant Awards Fall 2025
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47:    
	Slide 48: From Planning to Implementation
	Slide 49
	Slide 50: 2050 REGIONAL TRANSIT  VISION
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54

