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Overcoming Obstacles to Trail Network Implementation
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CASE STUDY
(45 MIN)

INTRO 
(15 MIN)

ACTION PLANNING 
(30 MIN)
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OVERCOMING OBSTACLES TO TRAIL NETWORK IMPLEMENTATION
MASTER CLASS AGENDA
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MEET THE SMITHGROUP TEAM

OLIVER KILEY
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, PLA
ANN ARBOR, MI

CASSIE GOODWIN
CIVIL ENGINEER, PE
MADISON, WI

ELLEN SCHMIDT
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, PLA
CHICAGO, IL
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NATIONAL STORY, MIDWEST ROOTS

11
Fast Company 
Innovation by 
Design Awards 

in 5 Years

1,500
Multi -

Disciplinary 
Professionals

#8
Architecture & 

Engineering 
Firms, BD+C, 

2024

$84B 
in construction 
costs for LEED 

projects

Overcoming Obstacles to Trail Network Implementation5 smithgroup.com  



OUR TRANSPORTATION & MOBILITY PRACTICE

TRAILS & 
GREENWAYS

COMPLETE 
STREETS 

& 
CORRIDOR 

DESIGN

MOBILITY 
POLICY 

& 
GUIDELINES

MOBILITY & 
TRANSPORTATIO

N 
PLANS

TRANSIT & 
TRANSIT-
ORIENTED 

DEVELOPMEN
T

PLACEMAKING
 &

TACTICAL 
URBANISM

Ann Arbor State St
Curbless Street

St. Louis
Mobility Plan

Kercheval St
Detroit

Dequindre Cut
Greenway Detroit

Kalamazoo
Design Guidelines

Fresno Station 
& TOD Plan
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GREAT RIVERS GREENWAY, GATEWAY MALL
St. Louis, Missouri

TRAIL PROJECTS THAT ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE

DEQUINDRE CUT
Detroit, Michigan

HARBOR DISTRICT RIVERWALK
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

CUYAHOGA GREENWAYS PLAN
Cleveland, Ohio

HANK AARON STATE TRAIL, LAKESHORE PATH
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

CDOT ENGLEWOOD TRAIL DESIGN
Chicago, Illinois

GREAT RIVERS GREENWAY, BRICKLINE 
St. Louis, Missouri

MARQUETTE GREENWAY/SOUTH SHORE RAIL AND TRAIL HEAD
Porter, Indiana

GLASS CITY METROPARK
Toledo, Ohio

BRONZEVILLE TRAIL MASTER PLAN
Chicago, Illinois

CLEAR LAKE GREENWAY
La Porte, Indiana

ROUGE RIVER GREENWAY
Wayne County, Michigan
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MISSION DRIVEN WORK
IMPORTANT DRIVERS OF OUR WORK

EQUITY

We recognize the impact that 
transportation has on how 
people access needs and 

opportunity in their 
community.

HEALTH

We recognize that the safety 
and comfort of transportation 
systems is a matter of public 

health and basic welfare.

PLACE

We recognize that 
transportation systems 

continue to negatively impact 
the cohesion and identity of 

communities.
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OVERCOMING OBSTACLES TO TRAIL 
NETWORK IMPLEMENTATION

MASTER CLASS



OVERCOMING OBSTACLES
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OBSTACLE a thing that prevents or hinders progress



OVERCOMING OBSTACLES
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OBSTACLE

ISSUE

a thing that prevents or hinders progress

context -based fact contributing to the obstacle



OVERCOMING OBSTACLES
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OBSTACLE

ISSUE

DYNAMIC

a thing that prevents or hinders progress

context -based fact contributing to the obstacle

emotion at play in the situation creating the obstacle



WHAT IS AN OBSTACLE YOU HAVE FACED?
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WHAT IS AN ISSUE TIED TO THAT OBSTACLE?
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