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Before we begin:

Å Drop your questions in the Q&A box. 

Å Live transcription is enabled for this webinar.

Å Recording and slides will be made available after the webinar.

ÅLƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊΣ ƘŜǊŜϥǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎƘƻƻǘΥ

Å[ƻƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ

ÅWebinar ID: 848 2536 7182 

Å Browse Zoom Customer Support topics & contactCustomerSupport:https://support.zoom.us

https://support.zoom.us/
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Trails Connect Everyone, Everywhere

At Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, we are building a 

nation connected by trails. We reimagine public 

spaces to create safe ways for everyone to walk, 

bike and be active outdoors.
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Billions for Trails and Active Transportation

Winning political issue: voters like trails!



Funding Sources and Policies

ÅStand-alone bill (see Active Transportation Policy Hub for real bill text examples: rtc.li/policyhub)

ÅEarmark bill (where allowed) or budget rider

ÅDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ)

Å In-house agency action or funding agency staffing positions; state trails office; trail plan

ÅBallot/bond measure

ÅVia transportation sources: gas tax (where permitted), state active transportation funds, state 
climate plans

ÅVia natural resources sources: trail-specific, parks, outdoor recreation, climate, land and water 
conservation, tourism

ÅStatewide trail plan (inter-agency)
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Current Political Landscape 

ÅTough fiscal environment

ÅPolitical headwinds

ÅNeed to play defense

ÅLook for non-funding policies

ÅBallot initiatives

Washington D.C. Bike Lanes 



Luke 
Hoffman
Executive Director, 
Iowa Bicycle Coalition



Results out now!



STUDY PARTNERS & SPONSORS



cycling and trails 
generate 

$1.4 billion for Iowaôs 
Economy

We estimate that this is the total annual economic impact of 
recreational riding of 900,000 annual riders .



cycling is a top 
50 industry in 

Iowa



World 
Capitol of 

Trails
Iowa is home to 2,000 

miles of multi-use trails
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation



900,000 Iowans Ride a 
bicycle annually



21,000 Iowa Jobs 
are supported by 

cycling

˺̨̠̒Я̤ ̣̖̣̤̚̕ ̘̖̟̖̣̥̖̒ ˕˧˪ˡ ̞̝̝̠̟̚̚ ̟̚ ̨̘̖̤̒˝ ̨̙̙̔̚ ̝̖̒̕ ̥̠ ˕ˣˤ ̞̝̝̠̟̚̚ 
per year in state income taxes and $11 million per year in sales taxes.   



Economic Impact of 
Bicycle Tourism $13 
Million 

Å$7.6 million  in arts, entertainment, & recreation
Å$870,00  in real estate, rental, & leasing
Å$650,000  in finance & insurance in



HEALTH 
IMPACTS 

OF 
CYCLING



Cyclists are 49% less 
likely to have poor 

mental health

Active cycling results in 5,400 fewer Iowans experiencing 
poor mental health annually.



Cycling results in 
9,000 fewer Iowans 

with obesity
ÅActive bikers are 19% less likely to be           

overweight or obese                                         

ÅPrevents $25 million in medical expenses 

ÅObesity associated expenses cost Iowans $4.5 

billion annually                                          



Cyclists are 77% 
less likely to have 
colorectal cancer

Resulting in 100 fewer cases, and  $16 

million in avoided medical costs



2024  - Crosswalk 
Protections Bill
2025 - Hands Free Driving 
Bill
Looking forward...

Legislative wins



PHASE II: 99 
COUNTIES

99 COUNTY LEVEL RESULTS



40% of recreational cyclists ride 
at least twice per month + 

generating consistent economic 
impact, job creation, even in the 

most rural counties


